Senat e Resol ution No. 405
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG Wel don Ryan wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of an Entrepreneurial Award
by the Young, Gfted & Black Entrepreneurial Awards
Program

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to take note of
and publicly acknow edge i ndividuals who have distinguished thenselves
through their exenplary careers, acconplishnments, and purposeful |ives
of service to their community and their profession; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Wel don Ryan wupon the occasion of his designation as recipient of an
Entrepreneurial Award by the Young, Gfted & Black Entrepreneuria
Awards Program to be celebrated at the 18th Anniversary of the Young,
G fted & Black Awards Program on Wdnesday, February 22, 2023, at
Terrace On The Park in Queens, New York; and

WHEREAS, Established in 2006 by President/CEO of the NetLinkz G oup,
Inc., Carl O Gay, the Young, Gfted & Black (YG) Entrepreneuri al
Awar ds Program recogni zes i ndividuals who continue to reach |evels of
great success through hard work and determnation, proving to be
inspiring role nodels to their conmmunity and peers; and

WHEREAS, Renmining true to its mssion, the Young, Gfted & Black
Entrepreneurial Awards Program acknow edges the talent, anbition, and
achi evenments of African Anerican and Caribbean professionals towards
their continued pursuit of success; and

WHEREAS, The Young, G fted & Black Entrepreneurial Awards Program
was | aunched in honor of Black Hi story Month and shines a light on such
acconplished individuals as WlIldon Ryan, who truly exenplifies an
entrepreneurial spirit; and

VWHEREAS, Wl don Ryan was born in the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago, and he and his famly immgrated to the United States, and
settled in the Bronx; he was a talented artist and attended the High
School of Art and Design in Manhattan, State University of New York at
New Pal tz, Fashion Institute of Technol ogy SUNY, and The Art Students
League of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Wl don Ryan worked as an Urban Park Ranger for the New York
City Parks Departnment doing educational talks and workshops about
hi storical sites and events, and created nurals for the Pelham Bay
Environnental Nature Center; in 1989, he was the first African Anerican
to be appointed to t he New  York Cty Pol i ce Department's
For ensi c/ Conposite Artist Unit; and

VWHEREAS, After 18 years of service, Wl don Ryan retired and noved to
Florida, where he continues to paint, sharing his gift with the world,



and is actively involved with nunerous community and art organi zations;
and

VWHEREAS, Wth himthroughout has been his wife R chlin Burnett-Ryan
who feels privileged to be a part of his life and rejoices in his
achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, This award recipient exenplifies the best of his comunity,
by virtue of his energy, vision, and dedication, comrandi ng the greatest
respect anong his friends and coll eagues, and within the community at
| ar ge; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body to conmend
i ndividuals of outstanding character, who have shown initiative and
comm tment toward constantly pursuing higher goals for thenselves, and
acting as role nodels of |eadership to be enulated by both peers and
young people; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Wl don Ryan upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
an Entrepreneurial Award by the Young, Gfted & Black Entrepreneuria
Awar ds Program and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Wl don Ryan.



