Senate Resolution No. 384
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG Oriental Royal Court No. 5, Oder of
Cyrene upon the occasion of hosting its Prayer
Br eakfast on February 12, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and wor t hy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Oriental Royal Court No. 5, Order of Cyrene upon the occasion of
hosting its Prayer Breakfast on Sunday, February 12, 2023; and

WHEREAS, The Order of Cyrene is conposed of nenbers of the Tenp Sir
(Knights Tenplar), their wives, w dows, nothers, sisters and daughters;
and

VWHEREAS, |In 1884, John Elezy, Sr., John Elzey, Jr., and lIsaac L. W
Hol | and established the Order of Cyrene in Philadel phia, Pennsylvania,
which order adopted the giving nane "The Order of Cyrene, Auxiliary to
the Knights Tenplar"; and

VWHEREAS, Between 1884 and 1904, two other Courts were established in
Phi | adel phia, and a governing body for then Cyrenes, known as the
Suprene Grand Court of America was subsequently organized; in 1904 the
United Grand Commandery of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania accepted the
Order of Cyrene as the Auxiliary; and

WHEREAS, |In 1878, |Ivanhoe Comandery No. 5 was warranted as a
subordinate Commandery of the Prince Hall G and Conmandery, Knights
Tenpl ar of the Jurisdiction of New York; and

WHEREAS, In 1881 at 114 West 54th street in New York City, the
wi ves, w dow, nothers, sisters and daughters of the |Ivanhoe Commandery
organi zed Hel ping Hand Auxiliary to assist in the nenbers of the
Commandery; Sister Nanny Jones was elected its Presiding Oficer and Sir
Kni ghts Janmes McCadden its Chief Advisor; and

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of Hel ping Hand Auxiliary soon affiliated with
the Order of Cyrene, Auxiliary to the Knights Tenplar in Pennsylvani a,
and in 1914, the Suprene Gand Court of America established the nenbers
of Hel pi ng Hand Auxiliary as Hel ping Hand Royal Court in Manhattan, the
first in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, During the next four years, the Grand Court of Pennsylvani a
established two other Cyrene Courts in the State of New York, Nazarene
Royal Court in Brooklyn and Bethany Court in Manhattan; and

WHEREAS, On Cctober 31, 1918, the three Cyrene Courts in New York



surrendered their warrants and with the assistance of the Suprenme G and
Court of Anmerica, with the Most Royal G and Commandress, Elizabeth Banks
and Mbst Royal G and Chief Engineer, John W Elezy presiding and

assisted by Gand Secretary A E. Robinson constituted and established
the Most Royal Prince Hall G and Court, Order of Cyrene for the State of
New York; Royal Lady Betty DeToscano was selected as the first Most
Royal Grand Chief Engineer and Royal Eva A. G een was sel ected as the
first Right Royal Grand Secretary; and

VWHEREAS, On May 31, 1948, the Prince Hall G and Conmmandery, Knights
Tenplar for the Jurisdiction of New York, Mst Em nent C arence A
MIller, Grand Comrander at the tine presiding, officially adopted the
Most Royal Prince Hall Gand Court Order of Cyrene for the State of New
York as its Auxiliary; and

WHEREAS, |In 1995, the Mdst Royal Prince Hall Gand Court Order of
Cyrene of the State of New York, under the admnistration of Mst Royal
Grand Commandress Bobbie O Garro and Mdost Royal Grand Chief Engineer,
Sir Percy Purdue the three Cyrene Courts in the State of Connecticut,
who at the tine were under the jurisdiction of the nost Royal Prince
Hall Grand Court Order of Cyrene of the State of New York, Mriam Royal
Court in Bridgeport, Connecticut, Faith Royal Court in New Haven,
Connecticut, and Mary Magdelene Royal Court in Hartford, Connecticut,
surrendered their warrants and requested to be established as a G and
Court Order of Cyrene for the State of Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, Wth the blessing of the Mdst Em nent Prince Hall G and
Commandery, Knights Tenplar of the State of New York, Mst Emnent, Sir
Ludwick Hall at the tinme presiding as the Mdst Em nent G and Commander,
perm ssi on was granted; and

VWHEREAS, Mbst Royal Grand Chief Engineer Sir Percy Purdue and the
Most Royal Grand Conmandress and the O ficer and Menbers of the G and
Court assisted in establishing the Most Royal Prince Hall G and Court
Order of Cyrene for the State of Connecticut, and Royal Lady Anne M
Bol den was elected as its first Most Royal G and Commandress and Sir
W1 liam Randol ph its first Most Royal Grand Chief Engi neer; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor and conmend
the nenbers of Oiental Royal Court No. 5, Order of Cyrene, past and
present, who have | abored so conscientiously to secure and inprove the
quality of life for the comunity it serves; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Oriental Royal Court No. 5, Order of Cyrene upon the occasion of
hosting its Prayer Breakfast on February 12, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to RC Joy Gant, RCE Franklin Marhsall, MRGC Brenda J.
Si rons, and MRGCE Ri chard Bour ne.



