Senat e Resolution No. 37
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVEMORATI NG the 60th Anniversary of the Pratt
Nor t ham Foundati on

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to conmmend those
illustrious organizations of the State of New York whose focus and
i ntent have made a substantial inmpact on the quality of I|ife in their
conmmuni ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 60th Anniversary of the Pratt Northam Foundation; and

WHEREAS, The Pratt Northam Foundati on was established in 1962, and
is naned for the late C. Walter Pratt of Boonville, New York, and his
cousin, the |late Hazel Northam of Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Naned after his father, C Walter Pratt was born on Mrch
6, 1888; educated in Boonville and Carthage, he defied his father's
efforts to keep himout of the mlitary ranks and volunteered for duty
in Wrld War |, serving as an anmbul ance driver in France; and

VWHEREAS, After his discharge from the mlitary, Walter Pratt
returned to the Black River Valley area to join his father in the
managenent of the Moyer & Pratt MII| in Lyonsdale, the Deere Ri ver Power
Conpany in Copenhagen, the Island MIIl in Carthage, and the famly's
extensive tinber tracts in the Adirondacks; and

WHEREAS, Walter's father, Charles W Pratt, acquired |large tracts of
land in the Adirondacks and Vernont, fromwhich the Pratt famly built
their tinbering, paper-nmaking and rel ated business enpire; together with
Gordi as HP Goul d and John E. Haberer, Charles W Pratt forned the Gould
Paper Conpany in Lyons Falls in 1892; and

WHEREAS, Under his able |eadership, the Gould Paper Conpany was
| at er known as Georgi a-Pacific Paper, then Lyons Falls Pulp and Paper,
until it ceased operation in 2001; and

WHEREAS, M. Pratt also owned the Island Paper Conpany in Carthage,
whi ch was i ncorporated on Novenber 16, 1898, and operated until 1932;
and

WHEREAS, The |Island Paper Conpany purchased the Deere River Power
Conpany plant, and M. Pratt and John Moyer fornmed a corporation, Myer
& Pratt, for the manufacture of paper on the Mdose River at Lyonsdale,
New York in 1923; and

WHEREAS, The Moyer & Pratt MII| |ater operated for many years as the
Burrows Paper Conpany; a lifelong bachelor, Walter Pratt continued to
operate the wvarious famly businesses until his death at his hone on
Schuyler Street in Boonville on June 13, 1961; and



WHEREAS, Hazel Northam was born to Wallace and Margaret Frazier
Nort ham on Decenber 11, 1887, in Watertown, New York; after attending

t he Sinmmons School of Enbal m ng and Mortuary Science in Syracuse, she
becanme associated wth her father and the |late Charles Fox in the
undertaking firmof Northam & Fox; and

VWHEREAS, Relocating to Brooklyn, New York, Hazel Northam worked for
the late Walter B. Cook Funeral Hone, 1Inc. where she enjoyed a
successful career; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnment to her
comunity, Hazel Northam gave tirelessly of her tinme and energies to
several |ocal organizations, including faiths of all denom nations; an

avi d Brookl yn Dodgers fan, she always had a season box seat and took
time off work to see the team play; and

WHEREAS, After the death of Walter Pratt in 1961, it was determ ned
that his cousin, Hazel Northamwas the sole heir to his estate; it was
during this tine that she established the Pratt Northam Foundati on; and

VWHEREAS, The Pratt Northam Foundation, created at the direction of
and funded fromthe estate of Hazel Northam was officially incorporated
on August 22, 1962; and

WHEREAS, Today, the Pratt Northam Foundati on continues to serve as a
catalyst to projects which inprove the quality of Ilife in t he
communities of the Black River Valley fromBoonville to Carthage; the
Foundati on provides financial support to not-for-profit organizations
and governnment agencies wth an enphasis on projects which provide
opportunities for young people and other innovative initiatives; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, over the past six decades, the Pratt Northam
Foundation has distributed over $8.25 mnmillion dollars for community
projects, college scholarships, career internships, sumrer recreation
prograns and school - based advocates; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 60th Anniversary of the Pratt Northam Foundation; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Pratt Northam Foundati on.



