Senate Resolution No. 317
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

HONORING M randa Best upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Arts Education
Leadership Award by HEARTS of Port Washi ngton on
February 10, 2023

VWHEREAS, The unity of our State and Nation is built upon the
conpassion of good individuals such as Mranda Best who uphold the
val ues of community life and who, through their great actions, epitom ze
t he best of humanity; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Mranda Best
upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the Arts Education
Leadership Award by HEARTS of Port Washington, to be celebrated at its
Annual Red Party on Friday, February 10, 2023, at Polish Arerican Hall,
Port Washi ngton, New York; and

VWHEREAS, HEARTS (Helping Enrich the Arts) of Port Washington is an
| ndependent, grassroots, not-for-profit comunity organization whose
mssion is to add neaningful value to children's |lives by supporting,
pronoting, and enriching the arts in public schools and throughout the
Port WAshi ngton conmunity; and

WHEREAS, A caring, conpetent and comnmtted | eader, Mranda Best's
character and integrity are the hallmarks of her life and woirk as an
educational |eader, a comunity volunteer and as a person; and

WHEREAS, Mranda Best has taught art in Port Washington for nore
than 25 years, beginning at Wber Mddle School and noving on to
Schrei ber H gh School, where she has given tirelessly of her time and
energies for the past two decades; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her illustrious tenure, Mranda Best has worked
with students to create nmurals, host visiting artists, design fashion
collections, take field trips and nuch nore; furthernore, she has found
that working with contenporary art is an essential piece of her approach
to t eachi ng, al | owi ng students to examne ideas from nultiple
vi ewpoi nts; and

VWHEREAS, A significant contributor to education in New York State,
Mranda Best has continually denonstrated an inpressive dedication, an
unparal | el ed devotion and an unremtting enthusiasmfor the quality of
the art prograns and opportunities offered at Schrei ber H gh School for
the benefit of its faculty and students, as well as for the entire
comunity; and

WHEREAS, Mranda Best grew up in Virginia and attended both Vassar
Col | ege and Teachers Col |l ege, Colunbia University; she taught art in
Manhattan for one year before making the nove to Long Island; and

VWHEREAS, For the past 24 years, Mranda Best has lived in Sea diff,



New York, wth her husband Jimand her two children, Jackson and Maya;
she mai ntains her artmaking practice wwth a focus on draw ng, painting,
and printmaki ng from her hone studio; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndi vidual for the benefit of others which Mranda Best has displayed
t hroughout her life; and

WHEREAS, It has always been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commitnent to the betternent of their communities, and it is the intent
of this Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records, this tribute to
Mranda Best, that future generations may know and appreciate her
adm rabl e character, her nmany benevol ent deeds, and the respect and
esteemin which she is held by her peers; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor M randa Best upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of
the Arts Education Leadership Award by HEARTS of Port Washi ngton, and to
wi sh her continued success in all her future endeavors; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mranda Best.



