Senate Resolution No. 2730
BY: Senator MATTERA

COMVENDI NG M chael Philip Pitre, M chael Susinno,
Shane MCoy, and John McPart!| and for their
designation as recipients of Liberty Medals, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
coomend the caring concern and heroic acts of individuals who take
pronpt and appropriate action in enmergency situations to preserve the
i fe of another; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
coormend Mchael Philip Pitre, M chael Susinno, Shane M:Coy, and John
McPartl and upon the occasion of their designation as recipients of
Li berty Medal s, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, On the eveni ng of Sunday, June 23, 2024, a 33-year-old
woman was driving northbound on Bread and Cheese Hollow Road in
Nort hport, Long Island, New York, where she swerved to avoid colliding
with an animal; the driver's vehicle struck a utility pole, and both the
pol e and her vehicle caught fire; and

VWHEREAS, Shane MCoy was driving hone that night when he suddenly
noticed that the black Hyundai had crashed diagonally into the wutility
pol e, obscuring the street and catching on fire; and

WHEREAS, Shane MCoy heard popping sounds which authorities |ater
said were the vehicle's tires and wi ndows exploding; as he neared the
vehi cl e, he observed bystanders running toward the Hyundai, and two nen,
M chael Susinno and John McPartland, were already at the car, talking to
the driver through the w ndow, and

VWHEREAS, M chael Susinno and John MPartland were two vehicles
behi nd the Hyundai when the collision occurred; only seconds after they
approached the weckage, the flanmes erupted 15 feet high, causing the
utility pole to explode; the two Samaritans could feel the heat of the
blaze which was creeping toward the w ndshield; they recognized the
urgency of renmoving the victimto save her life; and

VWHEREAS, M chael Pitre, a nedical nal practice attorney who arrived
at the scene, also heard the popping sounds; Shane M:Coy inmediately
pul led his car to the side of the road, put his hazard lights on, and
ran over to the Hyundai to see if he could assist; and



VWHEREAS, Shane McCoy and M chael Pitre arrived at the Hyundai at the
sane tine; the woman had sustained a serious |aceration to her |eg,

ext endi ng bel ow her knee to her ankle, and she was | osing bl ood rapidly;
and

VWHEREAS, After helping the three other nen carry the victimto the
safety of the other side of the road and position her on the ground,
Shane McCoy secured a bystander's belt, and he and M chael Pitre w apped
the wonan's leg at the thigh to stop the bl eeding; at the nonment she was
pl aced on the ground, her vehicle becane fully engulfed in flanes; and

WHEREAS, M chael Susinno, Orchestra Director at Northport High
School , recogni zed the young wonan as one of his students 20 years ago;
he remnded her that he was one of her teachers when she played the
cello in high school; this famliarity was instrunental in calmng and
conforting the traumatized victimwho not only suffered a | acerated and
broken | eg but also had difficulty breathing due to the inpact of the
ai rbag; and

VWHEREAS, The wonan was transported to the hospital where she was
treated for non-life-threatening injuries; due to the noble and
courageous actions of Mchael Philip Pitre, M chael Susinno, Shane
McCoy, and John McPartland, a precious |life was saved, and a seeningly
dire situation had positive results; and

VWHEREAS, The wvictim as well as her famly and friends, will be
eternally grateful for the quick thinking and actions of the benevol ent
men who risked their own safety to rescue soneone in need of help; the
33-year-old woman's nother, who is also enployed at Northport High
School, sees M chael Susinno at work every day; and

WHEREAS, M chael Philip Pitre, Mchael Susinno, Shane M:Coy, and
John McPartland, in their spontaneous and heroic act, have so aptly
denonstrated their character and conpassion for the welfare of others,
personi fying, by virtue of their action, the collective concern of
ordinary citizens across the community of New York State who voluntarily
respond wi thout thought of danger or reward when others need hel p; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Mchael Philip Pitre, M chael Susinno, Shane MCoy, and John
McPartl and upon the occasion of their designation as recipients of
Li berty Medal s, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mchael Philip Pitre, Mchael Susinno, Shane MCoy, and
John McPartl and.



