Senate Resolution No. 2619
BY: Senator WEBB

COVMEMORATI NG the 40th Anniversary of Southern
Tier AIDS Program

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zations and individuals that are devoted to the welfare of the
comunity and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 40th Anniversary of Southern Tier AIDS Program (STAP);
and

WHEREAS, In 1984, amd the energence of the H V/AIDS epidemc, a
dedi cated group of Broone County citizens conprised of healthcare
prof essionals, educators, clergy, and community activists canme together
with a conmon purpose - to address the devastating inpact of the disease
on their community; this passionate coalition successfully secured
funding fromthe New York State Departnent of Health's AIDS Institute to
establish the Broone County AIDS Task Force; and

WHEREAS, STAP began its journey by establishing essential services,

I ncluding a hotline, resource directory, and educational canpaigns; the
organi zati on qui ckly expanded its reach to neet the needs of the grow ng
severity of this disease, providing support prograns for individuals
living with H V/ AIDS and advocating for access, equity, and justice for
affected communities; as the epidemc intensified, STAP energed as a
beacon of hope, offering nuch-needed services to those grappling wth
t he physical, enotional, and social conplexities of H V/AI DS, and

WHEREAS, Over the years, STAP transitioned into a separately
i ncorporated nonprofit entity, and evolved fromits grassroots origins
to becone a | eading provider of H V/AI DS services, wth offices spanning
ei ght | ocations across the region; and

VWHEREAS, Under the | eadership of Executive Director John Barry, STAP
enbr aced a conprehensive approach to heal t hcare, enconpassing
prevention, treatnent, and support services, while recognizing the
| mportance  of hol i stic care; as a result, the ever-inpactful
organi zati on expanded its services beyond traditional H V/AIDS support
to address broader health and social needs within the comunity; and

WHEREAS, As the Southern Tier AIDS Programcelebrates its 40th
anni versary, the organization reflects on its remarkable journey and
enduring | egacy; over the years, STAP has touched the |lives of countless
individuals and famlies, providing essential support, resources, and
hope in the face of adversity; and

WHEREAS, Over its 40-year history, Southern Tier AIDS Program has



been instrumental in providing support and care to 2,735 individuals
living wwth HWAIDS; through its dedicated services and advocacy
efforts, STAP has nmade a profound inpact in enhancing the |lives and

wel | -being of those affected by HYV, denonstrating a  steadfast
conmmi t ment to i nproving health outcones and fostering community
resilience in the face of this disease; and

VWHEREAS, From lifesaving Narcan kits to housing assistance and
heal t hcare navigation, STAP's inpact is felt across the Southern Tier
regi on and beyond; and

VWHEREAS, In 2023 alone, STAP's Narcan services saved the |lives of
305 individuals, underscoring the organization's vi tal rol e in
addressing the opioid epidenmc; additionally, nearly 100 i ndividuals and
famlies received nonthly housing stipends, totaling over $510,000 in
assistance; STAP's conmtnent to holistic care is evident in its
provi si on of food aid to over 5,400 individuals and famlies,
representing an 111% i ncrease over the past two years; and

VWHEREAS, Looki ng ahead, Southern Tier AIDS Programremins dedi cated
to its mssion of pronoting health, dignity, and social justice for all;
as the world continues to grapple with new challenges, including the
COvVID-19 pandemic, STAP stands as a beacon of resilience, conpassion
and comrunity support; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to acknow edge this
exceptional organization and its contributions to its community, and as
a result, the State and Nation as a whole, fully confident that it wll
continue to enjoy the sparkling successes it has experienced thus far;
and

VWHEREAS, Organi zations which give of their tinme and energies and
serve the best interests of their communities are an asset beyond
remunerati on and cannot be sufficiently extolled; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 40th Anniversary of Southern Tier A DS Program and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Southern Tier Al DS Program



