Senat e Resol ution No. 2595
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG Augustine dassical Acadeny upon the
occasion of wnning the New York State Bar
Associ ation Mock Trial Conpetition on May 21, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those young peopl e who, by achieving outstanding success
in educational conpetition, have inspired and brought pride to our
maj estic Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Augustine C assical Acadeny upon the occasion of wi nning the New
York State Bar Association Mock Trial Conpetition on Tuesday, My 21,
2024; and

VWHEREAS, The statew de programinvol ves thousands of New York high
school students conpeting at the local, county, and regional |evels; the
ei ght regi onal chanpi ons conpete over two days in Al bany each My; the
top two teans face off in the final match held at the Janes T. Fol ey
Federal Courthouse in Al bany; and

WHEREAS, Augustine C assical Acadeny, a snmall Saratoga County
Christian school, bested an inpressive prosecution put on by C arence
H gh School fromErie County to win the New York State Bar Association
Mock Trial Conpetition; and

WHEREAS, The fictional crimnal case, "the People of the State of
Ni vana v. Lindsay CGordon," involved a business owmer charged with 3rd
degree Arson following the destruction of her business, Gordon Paint
Supplies; the nock crimnal investigation revealed that Gordon was in
debt and facing bankruptcy while also maintaining a $2 million i nsurance
policy on the business; and

VWHEREAS, The courtroomwas filled to capacity with students, parents
and advisers watching the final match as the defense teamused a
strategy focusing on tearing apart the arson investigation and attacking
the credibility of its investigator; the defense also focused on a
disgruntled former enployee, as a potential suspect in the crineg;
Li ndsay CGordon's attorney accused the investigator of confirmation bias
and having tunnel vision in focusing on his client as a suspect; for
nearly three hours, the teans examned and cross examned several
wi tnesses including Lindsay Gordon who took the stand in her own
def ense; and

WHEREAS, The student attorneys from both teans handl ed exam nations
and objections wth confidence and stanmna before Justice Eddie J.
McShan of the Appellate Division, Third Departnent; following closing
argunents, Justice MShan found Lindsay Gordon not guilty of arson,
handing the win to the Augustine C assical Acadeny team and



WHEREAS, Justice McShan gave high praise to both student teans,
giving due praise to the witnesses in the case for their conmtnent and
dedication to their part; and

WHEREAS, In a show of teamunity and celebration, the Augustine
Classical team still gathered in the courtroom sang a sacred harp
hymm, "Antioch,” wused as their fight song this year; Coach Thomas
Trouwborst believes it speaks to the goals they set for the team each
year; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vidual s of such inpressive academ c achi evenent are brought to our
attention, they should be revered and celebrated by all the citizens of
this great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate the nenbers of the Augustine O assical Acadeny Mck Tri al
Team Hannah Trouwborst, Nora Catal ano, Carter Van Anburgh, Isabelle
West , Domnic Marra, Effie MacKenzie, Sophie Van Anburgh, Caleb
Gascoyne, David Zhao, Ethan Gossman, Elliot Gorss, Ethan Wst, and Coach
Thomas Trouwbor st upon their nonmentous win; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the aforenentioned nenbers of the Augustine d assical
Acadeny Mock Trial Team and Coach Thomas Trouwbor st.



