Senate Resolution No. 2564
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
June 2024, as Dairy Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJune 2024, as Dairy Month in the State
of New York, in conjunction with the observance of National Dairy Month;
and

WHEREAS, National Dairy Month began as National MIk Month in 1937,
as a way to pronmote drinking mlk and to help stabilize dairy demand
when production was at a surplus; and

VWHEREAS, National Dairy Mnth has devel oped into an annual tradition
cel ebrating the worl dw de contributions of the dairy industry; and

WHEREAS, National Dairy Mnth celebrates the safe, healthy, high
quality, and nost inportantly, delicious dairy products we have in
abundance in the United States, thanks to the hard work and comm t nent
of our dairy farmers; and

WHEREAS, In New York State, agriculture continues to rank as one of
the top industries, and with dairy farns extendi ng across the State, New
York ranks fifth anong states in total m ||k production; and

VHEREAS, New  York has fewer than 2,800 dairy farnms wth
approximately 631,000 dairy cows which produce nore than 15 billion
pounds of mlk annually; New York | eads the nation in the production of
cottage cheese, yogurt and sour creany and

VWHEREAS, According to the New York State Departnment of Agriculture
and Markets, the state saw the | oss of alnpbst 2,000 dairy farns between
2017 and 2022, a statew de cause for concern as dairy is an integral
part of New York State's agricultural sector and econony; and

WHEREAS, Nearly half of the sales of New York State agricultura
products cones fromthe direct sale of dairy products by New York
farners; and

WHEREAS, The dairy industry is an integral segnent of New York
State's econony and a mjor enployer of Jlabor from all phases of
production, through marketing of mlk and dairy products; and

WHEREAS, New York's dairy farnmers have historically been the
stewards of the land, contributing to the State's diverse agricultural
| andscapes t hrough responsi bl e conservation practices and investnents in
t echnol ogy; and

VWHEREAS, New York's mlk and dairy products are packed wth
I nportant nutrients |ike calcium phosphorous, B vitam ns, potassium and
Vitamn D, and is an excellent source of protein; consumng dairy mlk



and other dairy products may even reduce the risk for high blood
pressure, osteoporosis and certain cancers, as well as help build and

repair muscle tissue, maintain healthy skin and provide natura
nutrients; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJune 2024, as Dairy Month
in the State of New York, and to acknow edge the contributions of the
dairy industry and New York's dairy farnmers; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



