Senat e Resol ution No. 2540
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

MOURNI NG the death of Col onel Roger H C Donl on,
di stinguished citizen, neritorious vet er an and
devoted nenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose military service and civic
endeavor served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities; and

WHEREAS, Roger H.C. Donlon of Saugerties, New York, died on
Thur sday, January 25th, 2024, five days short of his 90th Birthday; and

WHEREAS, Born on January 30, 1934, in Saugerties, New York, Roger
H C. Donlon was the Eighth of ten children of the late Paul A and
Mari on (Howard) Donl on; and

WHEREAS, Roger H C. Donlon, a longtinme nenber of Anerican Legion
Post 172 in Saugerties, is nmourned by the town and village, who remain
inspired by his life and | egacy; he'll always be renmenbered through the
dedi cation of the Saugerties Town Hall and the auditorium above Village
Hal I now bearing his nane; and

WHEREAS, At the age of 19, Roger H C. Donlon enlisted in the Ar
Force and in 1955, he was admtted into the United States Mlitary
Acadeny in West Point, New York; but dropped out after two years; and

VWHEREAS, After working in the private sector for 10 nonths, Roger
H. C. Donlon decided to join the arny, graduating from O ficer Candi date
School as a second lieutenant at Fort More, Ceorgia; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1963, Roger H . C. Donlon becane a Geen Beret after
training at Fort Liberty, North Carolina and would spend his entire 33
year-career in the Arny; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service to his country, Roger HC
Donl on was awarded the first nedal of honor given during the Vietnam War
on Decenber 5th, 1964, by President Lyndon B. Johnson for his heroic
actions taken during the defense of Canp Nam Dong; and

VWHEREAS, After his service in Vietnam Roger H C. Donlon earned his
bachel or's degree fromthe University of Nebraska and naster's degree at
Canpbell University; then, he noved to Leavenworth Kansas to becone an
i nstructor at the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenwort h;
and

WHEREAS, During his retirenent, Roger H C  Donlon worked toward
reconciliation between the United States and Vietnam returning nultiple
times to pronote peace; and

WHEREAS, As part of his work toward reconciliation, Roger H. C
Donlon started an educat i onal f oundati on whi ch f unds col | ege



schol arships for Vietnanese and Vi et nanese- Aneri can Youth and provides
sunmer i nternships for students to study in Vietnam and

VWHEREAS, Roger H.C. Donlon is survived by his wfe, Norma Shinno
Irving Donlon; two of his brothers, Paul A Donlon Jr. and Jack Donl on;
hi s daughter Linda Danni nger (Paul); three of his sons Daman, Jason
(Lori), and Derek; his six grandchildren; and one great granddaughter;
and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of

conpassi on, Roger H. C. Donlon |eaves behind a |egacy which wll [long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; he will be deeply missed and truly nerits the

grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Col onel Roger H C. Donlon, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the fam |y of Col onel Roger H. C Donl on.



