Senat e Resol ution No. 2527
BY: Senat or CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK

COVMEMORATI NG  the 100t h Anni versary of the
Franklin Square & Munson Fire Depart nent

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to commenor at e t he
Anni versary of the Franklin Square & Miunson Fire Departnment and to honor
its past and present firefighting menbers for 100 vyears of fire
protection for the citizens of Franklin Square, New York, and its
surroundi ng conmuni ties; and

WHEREAS, Citizens across our State and Nation are inspired by and
i ndebted to our noble firefighters who exhibit courage and bravery every
day in the course of their duties; firefighters exenplify the power of
hunman conpassi on and the strength of the Anerican spirit through actions
of the nost heroic magnitude; their sacrifices and selfless dedication
merit tribute and recognition by all citizens of this great country; and

VWHEREAS, Fire conpanies are an integral part of conmunity protection
services in every locality of our State; during the past 100 years, the
courageous and devoted firefighters of the Franklin Square & Munson Fire
Departnent have valiantly responded to all types of fire energencies and
have won the praise and respect of the community which they serve; and

VWHEREAS, After several large fires devastated parts of the
comunity, the apparent necessity for fire protection was acknow edged,
and the first fire conpany, Franklin Hook and Ladder Conpany No. 1, of
Munson, was organi zed in 1907; and

VWHEREAS, Housed in the town's first firehouse, which was built by
the conpany's nenbers on farn and donated by one of those nmenbers, the
fire conpany was equi pped with a horse-drawn cart, |adders, and buckets;
a large bell, donated by an old school house in the town, was nmounted on
t he roof; and

WHEREAS, Wen a fire was reported, the bell was rung, signaling al
of the volunteer firefighters who would respond as quickly as possible,
bringing their horses for the | adder cart; the first menber to hitch his
horses to the cart would be given a reward; and

WHEREAS, As the town continued to grow, so did the need for a |arger
firefighting force; in 1923, a group of nen founded the Franklin Square
Hose and Chemi cal Conpany; a notorized engine was housed in a second
firehouse in downtown Franklin Square; and

WHEREAS, In 1924, the Franklin Square & Munson Fire Departnent was
established with the nerging of the Franklin Hook and Ladder Conpany No.
1 and the Franklin Square Hose & Chem cal Conpany to form the Franklin
Square & Munson Fire District, each having its own firehouse; although
both buildings are no |longer affiliated with firefighting, they stil
exi st; and



WHEREAS, A new firehouse, which was designed to house the entire
departnment, was constructed in 1959; presently, the departnent consists

of three engine conpanies, a |adder conpany, a rescue conpany, and an
EMS conpany; and

VWHEREAS, The Franklin Square & Munson Fire Departnent has provided
fire protection in the Franklin Square & Munson Fire District, covering
a three-square-mle area, serving Franklin Square, Garden Gty South,
and parts of West Henpstead; approxinmately 30,000 residents rely on the
dedi cated and brave firefighters, who selflessly and tirelessly ensure
the safety and welfare of their neighbors, to respond to their fire and
nmedi cal energenci es which nunber nore than 1,000 calls annually; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the decades since its inception, the Franklin
Square & Munson Fire Departnent has honored its vision to becone the
finest fire and EMS service organization possible by utilizing and
developing its nmenbers to their fullest potential, maximzing their use
of the resources available to them and being responsive to the growth
and changi ng needs of their community; and

WHEREAS, | nportant values of the Franklin Square & Minson Fire
Department have been upheld for 100 years; the firefighters of Franklin
Square give human |ife top priority and regard service to their fellow
citizens as their reason for existence; they believe that integrity,
accountability, cooperation, and education are their nmeans to attaining
excel | ence, providing service, and reaching goals; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, the nmenbers of the Franklin Square & Minson
Fire Departnent are commtted to utilizing innovation and creativity in
solving problenms and recognize the <contribution of all individuals
t hrough nutual respect, diversity, trust, and support; and

WHEREAS, Wth its inpressive force of <caring firefighters, the
record of the Franklin Square & Munson Fire Departnment in public service
and fire protection is one to be applauded; for 24 hours a day, 365 days
a year, for 100 years, whenever the alarm sounded, these noble nen and
wonen provided aid to their neighbors; and

VWHEREAS, The brave firefighters of the Franklin Square & Miunson Fire
Departnent are prepared to risk their lives every day to help save the
lives of others and to protect hones and property fromthe destruction
caused by fire and hazards to life, health, and well-being; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to the skill and devoted service denonstrated
by individual firefighters, the Franklin Square & Miunson Fire Depart nent
reflects the history and devel opnent of firefighting over the past 100
years; and

VWHEREAS, This Legi sl ative Body cannot express sufficient gratitude
to those individuals who recognize that the preservation of life and
property is a sacred responsibility and who nake that responsibility
their owmn by serving as firefighters; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that we should



gi ve special recognition to those who work so assiduously for the
betternent of their communities and publicly acknow edge the heroic good
works perforned by the fire departnents of this great Enpire State,
their officers, and auxiliaries; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
proudly commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Franklin Square &
Munson Fire Departnent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the nenbers of the Franklin Square & Minson Fire
Depart nent .



