Senat e Resol uti on No. 2462

BY: Senat or RAMOS

MOURNI NG the death of Cecilia Gentili, successful
advocate, talented actress, and cherished conmunity
menber

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili of Marine Park in Brooklyn, New York, died
on Tuesday, February 6, 2024, at the age of 52; and

VWHEREAS, Born January 31, 1972, in Galvez, Argentina, Cecilia
Gentili later mgrated to the United States in 2000; and

WHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili distinguished herself in her profession and
by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
her conmunity; and

WHEREAS, The life of Cecilia Gentili was marked by an unrelenting
dedi cation to advocacy on behal f of transgender people, sex workers, and
the LGBTQ A+ community at |arge; and

WHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili's first job was with the Apicha Conmunity
Health Center in Manhattan, where she worked as an H'V peer navigator,
and then as the trans health program coordinator, managing a clinic
which grew fromfour patients to nore than 500 during her tenure; and

WHEREAS, Growi ng ever nore passionate about her clients' welfare,
Cecilia Gentili went on to beconme the managi ng director of policy at
GWHC, fornerly called the Gay Men's Health Crisis, which was dedicated
to the prevention of AIDS;, and

WHEREAS, Remarkably anbitious and dedicated in service to nenbers of

her community, Cecilia Gentili founded Trans Equity Consulting in early
2019, which advi ses conpani es on equity issues and serves as an advocate
for trans wonen of color, sex workers, inmgrants, and incarcerated

peopl e; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, Cecilia Gentili was a triunphant | obbyist,
wi th nunerous | egislative achievenents; she | obbied for the passage of
the New York State Gender Expression and Discrimnation Act, which
becanme |law in 2019, and the repeal of the so-called Wal king Wiile Trans
Ban, which had prohibited |loitering for the purpose of prostitution and
had di sproportionately targeted trans wonen and wonen of col or; and

WHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili was also one of two lead plaintiffs in a
successful lawsuit against the federal governnent which had tried to
roll back trans protections enshrined in the Affordable Care Act; at her
deat h, she had been | obbying to decrimnalize sex work and helping to



draft legislation that would do so through another of her organizations,
Decri mNY; and

WHEREAS, Cecilia CGentili was instrumental in the devel opnment of two
statew de bills to provide survivors of trafficking with record relief
and to end the crimnalization of loitering - a charge overwhel m ngly
| evel ed agai nst transgender wonen, regardless of their involvenent in
t he sex trade; and

VWHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili, in a truly cathartic and creative
experience, published her first book in 2022, which is a com ng-of-age
tale structured as letters to her friends, famly, and tormentors from
her past; and

WHEREAS, |In 2023, Cecilia Gentili co-organized Transm ssions Fest,
the first all-trans nusic festival in New York City, with proceeds
benefiting LGBTQ A+ charities; and

WHEREAS, Anpong her nmany endeavors, Cecilia Gentili was the creator
and director of two theater productions, Red Ink, and The Knife Cuts
Bot h Ways; the forner was a stand-up rendition of stories regarding her
search for faith as a trans wonman, and the latter being an
aut obi ographical take on one trans wonan' s gueer mul ticul tural
experience; and

WHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili was also cast in the popular television
series, "Pose," about the drag ball culture of the 1980s, which also
covered such inportant topics to which she spent her |ife advocating and
teaching about, such as H V/AIDS and the adversities which transgender
peopl e often experience, as well as highlighted the beautiful nonents
and experiences which cone with being a part of the LGBTQ A+ comuni ty;
and

WHEREAS, Cecilia Gentili's commtnent to excellence, and her spirit
of humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Cecilia GCentili |eaves behind a |egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served, befriended, and inpacted; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Cecilia Gentili, successful advocate, talented
actress, and cherished community nenber; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Cecilia Gentili.



