Senate Resol ution No. 2398
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

HONORI NG Rabbi  Martin Sanuel Cohen and his wfe,
Joan Cohen, for many years of distinguished service
to the Jewi sh community

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish
t henmsel ves and the ministry through their unremtting conmmtnent and
preem nence of service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Rabbi Mrtin
Samuel Cohen and his wife, Joan Cohen, for many years of distinguished
service to the Jewi sh community; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Martin Samuel Cohen, a native of New York Gty,
recei ved his Bachelor of Arts degree, graduating with the highest honor,
summa cum laude, fromthe Cty University of New York; in 1978, he was
ordained as a rabbi at the Jew sh Theol ogi cal Sem nary of Anerica where
he al so earned a Doctor of Phil osophy degree in ancient Judaismin 1982,
and

WHEREAS, The recipient of post-doctoral fellowships at the Hebrew
University in 1983 and Harvard University in 1993, Rabbi Mrtin Sanuel
Cohen has also lectured on the history of religion at Hunter Coll ege of
the Gty University of New York and taught Bible and Talnud at the
Jewi sh  Theol ogical Seminary of Anerica and the Institute for Jew sh
Studi es, attached to the University of Heidelberg in Germany; and

WHEREAS, |In 1986, Rabbi Martin Sanmuel Cohen left Europe for Canada
where he accepted the pulpit of the Beth Tikvah Congregation in
Ri chnond, British Colunbia; in 1999, he left Canada to assune the pul pit
of Congregation Eilat in Mssion Viejo, California, leaving in 2002 to
become the rabbi of the Shelter Rock Jewi sh Center in Roslyn, New York,
where he has served for 13 years; and

WHEREAS, After 22 years of conpassionate faith and exenplary service
to God, man, and conmunity, Rabbi Martin Sanuel Cohen, amateur pianist
and dog lover, wll retire; wupon retirenment, he wll have the
opportunity to spend nore time with his wife, two sons, daughter, and
five grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Wth Rabbi Martin Samuel Cohen throughout, and deservi ng of
her own commendati on, has been Joan Cohen who has served as an educat or
and Head of the Drama Departnment at the Schechter School of Long 1Island
for many years; and



VWHEREAS, In addition to his work as teacher and rabbi, Rabbi Martin
Samuel Cohen is an author and has published two scientific studies in
the history of pre-Kabbalistic Jew sh nysticism four novels, and four

books of essays, as well as his own 2004 edition of the Book of Psal s,
titled Qur Haven and Qur Strength: The
Book of Psalnms in New Transl ation; and

VWHEREAS, More recently, Rabbi Martin Samuel Cohen has published the
t wo- vol une prayer book for the house of nourning, a children's book, and
a book on the exploration of the relationship between study of the Torah
and service in the congregational rabbinate; and

VWHEREAS, From 1997 to 2000, Rabbi Martin Sanmuel Cohen served as
Chairman of the Publications Conmttee of the Rabbinical Assenbly and
chaired the Editorial Board of the quarterly journal, Conservative
Judai sm for the last 12 years; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Martin Sanuel Cohen served as Senior Editor of the
2012 | andmark vol une, defining Conservative Jewish [ife, The Qbservant
Life: The W sdom of Conservative Judai smfor Contenporary Jews, and is
currently working on his own translation and conmentary of the Torah;
and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Martin Samuel Cohen has brought an overwhel m ng
spirit of charity and conpassion to his mnistry and conmunity, acting
from vision and enlightennment in conducting his admnistrative and
spiritual duties, while always displaying the highest standards of
personal and professional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s di sti ngui shed man of God has always given
enl i ghtennment, gui dance, and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care
and has adm nistered abundantly and unstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi viduals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, it is appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and
commend those individuals for the edification of others; now therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Rabbi Martin Sanuel Cohen and his wife, Joan Cohen, for many years
of distinguished service to the Jewi sh conmunity, and extend to themthe
heartfelt best wshes of this Legislative Body for a future of
pur poseful success and well-being; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Rabbi Martin Sanuel Cohen and Joan Cohen.



