Senate Resolution No. 2341
BY: Senat or MAYER

COMVEMORATING the 100th Anniversary of First
Bapti st Church of Manmaroneck, New York

WHEREAS, Religious institutions and the many spiritual, social, and
educational benefits they confer play a vital role in the devel opnent of
the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the tradition of this State and this Nation to pay
tribute to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to
the ethical and spiritual values of their communities; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body takes pleasure in commenorating the
100t h Anniversary of the First Baptist Church of Manmaroneck, New York;
and

WHEREAS, First Baptist Church had been heavily danaged by Hurricane
lda in Septenber of 2021; the horrific storm devastated Washi ngtonville,
the 125-acre neighborhood w thin Mamaroneck, known as the Flats,
predom nantly | ower incone people of color; and

VWHEREAS, According to planni ng docunents for Washingtonville, dating
back several decades, the area was prone to flooding; however, the
intensity and magnitude of Hurricane 1lda's deluge on the night of
Septenber 1, 2021, was unprecedented; and

VWHEREAS, Hurricane |Ilda caused the nost devastating flooding in
Washi ngtonville's recent history with a cost of $100 mllion, affecting
nore than 500 honmes and destroying 310 vehicles; and

VWHEREAS, First Baptist Church, which was built in 1938, is situated
only a few feet fromthe Manaroneck River; since its inception, the
church has endured many storns but none as destructive as Hurricane |da;
and

WHEREAS, This river overflowed its banks during the hurricane,
tearing a hole into the back of the church and filling the sanctuary
with nurky water; a wall outside the church was denolished by the
strength of the floodwaters; although the stained glass w ndows survived
the torrents, the interior of the building required the renoval of
rotting pews and carpeting; and

VWHEREAS, Donations fromthe conmunity aided in the rebuilding of the
church which cost $250, 000; the renovation was conpleted in only seven
nont hs, allow ng the church to reopen its doors on Easter Sunday, Apri
17, 2022; and

WHEREAS, A flood risk nmanagenent plan by the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers, in conjunction with actions taken by officials in
Mamar oneck, could mtigate future devastation; however, there is no
clear tineline presently, perpetuating the uncertainty of the <citizens



of the community; and

VWHEREAS, The residents of Manmaroneck have exenplified the resilience
and determ nation necessary for rebuilding and noving forward; defeat
was not an option; conpassion, kindness, and benevol ence triunphed over
| oss, despair, and hopel essness; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Janes E. Taylor, Pastor of First Baptist Church
for 35 years, led the Easter service for the excited and grateful
wor shi pers who convened in celebration of newlife and a new church; the
faithful nenbers of this pillar of +the community would feel the
fell owship they had desired and greatly m ssed; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 100t h Anniversary of First Baptist Church of Manaroneck,
New York, fully confident that this comrenoration reflects the belief in
those values which enhance the dignity and purpose of life; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to First Baptist Church.



