Senate Resol ution No. 2256
BY: Senator STEC

CONGRATULATI NG Dor ot hy Pel key upon the occasi on of
cel ebrating her 102nd Birt hday

WHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a wealth of experience and know edge
to the increasingly active roles they play in today's society; their
past contributions and future participation are a vital part of, and
val uabl e asset to, the fabric of community Iife and activity; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to comrenorate
and recognize certain nilestones celebrated by citizens of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Dorothy "Dot" Pelkey wupon the occasion of her 102nd
Birthday which was celebrated on April 8, 2024; +this remarkable
m | estone coincided wwth the total solar eclipse, a rare celestial event
and nonent of significance and wonder for Dot on her special day; and

VWHEREAS, Born on April 8, 1922 to Leo and Melvina Lafave, Dorothy
Lafave grew up wth five brothers and graduated from Al tona Central
School in 1942; and

VWHEREAS, Dorothy Lafave and Norman Pel key were united in marriage in
July of 1943, and together they raised four daughters and a son; they
al so hel ped raise two foster daughters for nore than seven years; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, over tinme, this gracious famly shared their
home with nearly 20 people, including an elderly Aunt during wnter
nont hs, an exchange student from Colunbia, two sisters who wanted to
finish school in Altona before noving with famly, and others who just
needed a place to stay for a few days or several nonths; and

VWHEREAS, Dorothy Pelkey worked at CVPH, the Dianond Match Conpany,
and Vanity Fair, before beginning her illustrious career at GCeorgia
Pacific, where she retired after 23 years of service; and

WHEREAS, Wth a passion for gardening, Dorothy Pel key al ways had a
| arge veget abl e garden and pi cked hundreds of pints of blueberries and
wild strawberries fromwhich she woul d make jam she al so pi cked appl es
and potatoes in the fall; and

VWHEREAS, A wonman of indomtable faith and dedication, Dorothy and
her husband were very active in the church of Saint Louis of France in
Sciota, New York, helping with harvest dinners and walking children to
religion classes; she also taught religion for many years; and

WHEREAS, Today, Dorothy Pel key remains active in the Senior Housing
bui Il ding where she |ives independently; she helps plan and prepare
gat herings, such as nonthly pot-luck |uncheons and sumertine yard sal es



for which she bakes several |oaves of bread; she also | oves playing
bi ngo, card ganmes, making puzzles, and checking scratch off tickets she
often gets as gifts; and

WHEREAS, Wiile she is passionate about many things, above all her
greatest love is her famly; in addition to her five children, she has
ni ne grandchi | dren, 13 gr eat - grandchi | dren, and ei ght
great - great-grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, Dorothy Pel key, with her zest for life, has inspired and
enhanced the lives of her famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, This exceptional centenarian has experienced the incredible
joys and sorrows characteristic of and reserved for those with the
stam na and courage to savor a full life; and

WHEREAS, Dorothy Pel key has enriched the |ives of those around her
t hrough her joyous and sincere |ove for others and through the profound
charm and wi sdom whi ch cones only froma fullness of years; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to publicly
recogni ze those who have reached such a remarkable age and who have
w tnessed and celebrated the innovations, cultural developnents and
awesone achievenents of this country during the last century, while
t hensel ves contributing to the growh and excellence of +this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Dorothy Pel key upon the occasion of celebrating her 102nd
Bi rt hday; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dorothy Pel key.



