Senate Resolution No. 2250
BY: Senat or CLEARE

CELEBRATI NG the 126th Anniversary of the birth of
Paul Robeson

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Paul Leroy Robeson, born the son of a forner slave, was
both val edictorian and a star athlete at Rutgers University, and
received his degree in law at Colunbia University in 1923 while |iving
in Harlem and

VWHEREAS, As a young man, Paul Robeson began to advocate for the
equality of all Anmericans, and was recogni zed for his exceptional vocal
talents; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson pl ayed successfully in the National Footbal
League while concurrently enrolled in | aw school at Col unbia University;
and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson was soon cast in many successful nusical
productions in New York City during the height of t he Har | em
Renai ssance, owing to his skills as a vocal perforner; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson's talent as an actor and singer soon took his
fame abroad, where he devel oped a synpathy for anti-fascist,
anti-racist, and anti-col onial novenents worl dw de; and

VWHEREAS, Paul Robeson returned to the United States in 1940 and
devel oped a reputation as one of the nation's npbst promnent artists,
singers, and actors, and broke nany records, including as the first
Black I ead actor with an all-white supporting cast in the role of
O hello on Broadway that ran for 296 consecutive performances, the
| ongest run of a Shakespeare play in Broadway history; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson developed a reputation as an outspoken
political activist for racial justice in the United States and the end
of Jim Crow, pushing the Major Leagues to admit Black nen in their
teans, neeting wth President Truman to denmand the enactnent of
anti-lynching legislation and civil rights laws, partnering with WEB Du
Bois to launch a canpaign for such legislation in 1946, advocating that
United Nations nenbers cease their exploitation of colonial African
territories, and charging the United States with genocide at the United
Nations for failing to protect Black Anericans fromviol ence; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson continued his advocacy for justice for al
peopl es I n spite of political per secution by t he f eder al
gover nnent -i ncl udi ng bl acklisting by the FBI, demands to testify before
t he House Un- Anerican Activities Commttee, and revocation of his rights



to leave the country wthout due process-and at great risk to his
personal well-being, for exanple riots at a concert of his in Peekskil

in 1949 that were organized as a benefit for the CGvil Ri ghts Congress
and was disrupted by a violent white nob; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson, before hundreds of Bl ack and Jewi sh trade

unionists in this sane Peekskill episode denonstrated his conmmtnent to
uni oni zed workers of all nationalities and races, and that during Wrld
War |1, Paul Robeson was nmade an honorary nenber of the |International

Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWJ); additionally, Paul Robeson
famously remarked in August 1941, "The future of Anerica depends |argely
upon the progressive program of the Congress of Industrial Wrkers
(CAO" inspirationally shows the way forward for workers' security and
rights herein New York State, nationally, and globally; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson's status as a talented singer and actor, as
well as his pronounced and unceasi ng advocacy for anti-colonialismand
equality, nade himone of the nost fanous and recogni zabl e people in the
wor | d; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson was born on April 9, 1898, and passed away at
the age of 77 on January 23, 1976; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson is one of the greatest heroes of the civil
rights novenent, the Harlem Renaissance, and one of the greatest
Aneri cans and New Yorkers of the twentieth century; and

WHEREAS, The | egacy of Paul Robeson has | ong been carried on by his
gr anddaught er, Susan Robeson, a New York resident, who is an Anerican
author and producer of works about her grandfather, including: "The
Whole World In H's Hands: A Pictorial Biography of Paul Robeson" and
"Grandpa Stops a War: A Paul Robeson story"; and

WHEREAS, The | egacy of Paul Robeson is carried on today in the State
of New York in a multitude of ways, including the work of Dr. G egory
Robeson Smith, G and Nephew of the |ate great Paul Robeson-who is a 33
degree Mason and Past Gand Master of the 10,000 nenbers Prince Hal
G and Lodge of the State of New York, as well as Senior Pastor at the
Mount Hope A.ME. Zion Church in Westchester, New York; and

WHEREAS, O her individuals deserve credit for their |abors of |ove
to ensure that Paul Robeson receives the recognition he deserves,
including Mchael Haley of the Paul Robeson "Here | Stand" Conmttee
who, anong other things, is | eading a canpaign to have a statue erected
i n Robeson's Honor in Upper Manhattan; and

WHEREAS, Paul Robeson has been recogni zed and | auded all over the
worl d including the foll ow ng accol ades: nenber of the College Foot bal
Hall of Fanme, recipient of a Lifetime Achievenent G ammy Award, star on
t he Hol | ywood Wal k of Fane, a nenber of the Anerican Theater Hall of
Fane, commenorated via the release of a U S. Postal Service Stanp,
renam ng of several buildings, libraries, boulevards and canpuses after
him menbership in the New Jersey Hall of Fane and naming a variety of
heirl oomtomato after hinm and



VWHEREAS, Since Paul Robeson lived in Harlem for nmany years and was a
resi dent of New York, it is incunbent upon us to recognize him through
the celebration of the 126th Anniversary of the birth of this one of a
ki nd renai ssance man; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the 126th Anniversary of the birth of Paul Robeson; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam |y of Paul Robeson



