Senate Resolution No. 2234
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

COVMEMORATI NG t he 150t h Anni versary of the Messiah
Bapti st Church

WHEREAS, Religious institutions, and the nmany spiritual, social, and
educational benefits they confer, play a vital role in the devel opnent
of the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, It is the tradition of this State and Nation to pay tribute
to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to the
et hical and spiritual values of their communities; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 150th Anniversary of the Messiah Baptist Church in
Yonkers, New York, to be celebrated in Septenber 2024; and

VWHEREAS, First organized in 1874 in Yonkers, New York, the Messiah
Baptist Church is the ol dest predom nantly Bl ack church congregation in
West chester County; and

VWHEREAS, The Messi ah Baptist Church originally held its services in
a hall in the second story of 50 North Broadway in Yonkers; the church
t hen purchased the fornmer Westminster Presbyterian Church building in
1965; this building, located at 76 Warburton Avenue in Yonkers, was
constructed in 1880 based on designs by New York G ty-based church
architect Lawence B. Valk and was restructured in 1886 after a fire;
and

VWHEREAS, The Messi ah Bapti st Church has played a central role in
both the Yonkers and the Westchester County Bl ack comunity since the
| at e ni neteenth century, and has been a regional focal point for the
Cvil R ghts Mvenent; and

WHEREAS, In 1965, the church hosted speakers such as Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., President A Phillip Randolph of the Negro
Anerican Labor Council, and Janmes Farnmer of the Congress of Raci al
Equality for a Negro Anerican Labor Council rally at 76 Wrburton
Avenue; and

VWHEREAS, From 1988 through 1990, under the | eadership of Reverend
Darryl George, the Messiah Baptist Church was a base for initiating and
organi zing the high-profil e desegregation novenent in Yonkers; and

VWHEREAS, Since 2015, Messiah Baptist Church has been | ed by Reverend
Frank E. Coleman Jr., and his wife, Reverend Margaret Fountain- Col eman;
and

WHEREAS, I n 2023, the New York State Board for H storic Preservation
recomrended addi ng the Messi ah Baptist Church building to the State and
Nat i onal Registers of Historic Places; and



VWHEREAS, Today, the church reaches over one thousand nenbers
t hroughout the year through services and the church's many prograns,

including bible study, youth prograns, cultural outreach prograns, and
| ocal food prograns; and

VWHEREAS, The Messiah Baptist Church remains a beautiful place in
which to worship and serve the community, and the Reverends Col eman have
a bright outlook for the future of their conmunity; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 150th Anniversary of the Messiah Baptist Church; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Messiah Baptist Church of Yonkers, New York.



