Senat e Resol ution No. 1957
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG the 55th Anniversary of Unadilla MX
of New Berlin, New York

VWHEREAS, Certain organizations enpower conmunities to attract new
visitors while capitalizing on local comercial and cultural val ue;
Unadilla MX is one of those corporations that have had an economc
i npact on their communities; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
support events of significance which contribute to the entertainnment and
vitality of the communities they serve and which exenplify the history
and devel opnment of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 55th Anniversary of Unadilla MX of New Berlin, New York,
to be celebrated in 2024; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1969, Ward Robinson had a vision to introduce
Eur opean-style dirt bike racing to the Towmn of New Berlin, New York;
utilizing a fornmer dairy farm with nore than 55 acres of Central New
York's countryside, rolling hills, and rugged terrain, he founded
Unadilla, formerly known as Unadilla Valley Sports Center; and

VWHEREAS, Unadilla's facility is surrounded by 550 acres; many of the
track's original features, such as Gravity Cavity and The Wall, remain
al though the race course has devel oped and i nproved over the years; four
new sections and a few track revisions have been added for intensified
raci ng and spectat or experiences; and

VWHEREAS, One spectacul ar section of the track, Sky Shot, has becone
one of the nost iconic and nost photographed junps on the <circuit;
t hroughout its existence, Unadilla, the |longest-running track on the Pro
National circuit, has been challenged by every significant dirt bike
racer in the history of notocross; and

VWHEREAS, During the 55 years of its accommbdati ons to excite racing
f ans, Unadil | a has hosted the Trans-AMA (1970-1978), Trans-USA
(1979-1981), and the 250cc USGP (1978-1992) series; the MX des Nations,
the Aynpics of dirt bike racing, first appeared in the United States in
1987, wel coned by this | egendary course; and

WHEREAS, Recently, MX Rew nd, an imrensely crowd-pl easing vintage
raci ng weekend, has been featured at Unadilla; additionally, nunerous
amateur racing events wll excite spectators who travel across the
United States to Chenango County's hunbl e Town of New Berlin; and

WHEREAS, The United States Pro National Chanpionship Series, a
conponent of the SMX Chanpi onship, nmade its first appearance at Unadilla
in 1989; this series includes 11 rounds, beginning in California, where



two rounds are conpleted, and progressing through nine other states,
i ncl udi ng New York (Unadilla); and

VWHEREAS, The Pro National round at Unadilla is the |argest or second
| argest, drawing crowds of nore than 25,000 notocross fans; spectators
from35 or nore states in this Nation and 15-20 foreign countries travel
to witness this exciting sport's nonunental victories; in 2023, Unadilla
attained its largest attendance in its history, with attendees from nore
than a dozen countries and 34 Anerican states, converging on the Town of
New Berlin, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Mre than $25, 000, 000 of revenue will be generated by the
famous Pro National Chanpionship, culmnated on Saturday, August 10,
2024; this series will attract many of the world' s notocross racers and
their fans to participate in this prodi gious event which |leads into the
SMX t hree-round playoff series; and

VWHEREAS, More than $10 million in SMX prize noney is di sbursed anong
the victors; the overall wnner wll be awarded $1 million of the
W nnings; the creation of the SMX Chanpionship has rej uvenat ed
prof essional notocross racing, and Unadilla benefits trenmendously from
i ncreasing popularity anong fans; this year's event is anticipated to be
i mmensely successful; and

WHEREAS, Unadilla is presently a second-generation notocross racing
venue, owned and operated by siblings, Geg and Jill Robinson,
perpetuating their father's | egacy since 2010; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those organi zations that have brought entertainnent and cul tural
enrichment to the citizens of the State of New York; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 55th Anniversary of Unadilla MX; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Unadilla MX



