Senate Resolution No. 1923
BY: Senat or CLEARE

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2024, as Jazz Appreciation Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze those
within our mdst who have contributed to the quality of life and the
cultural heritage of New York State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2024, as Jazz Appreciation Mnth
in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nati onal
Jazz Appreciation Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, Jazz Appreciation Mnth (JAM is a nusic festival held
every April in the United States in honor of jazz as an original
Anmerican art form in 2001, JAM was created by John Edward Hasse, PhD,
curator of the Smthsonian's National Museum of American Hi story; and

WHEREAS, |In 1980, Jazz Appreciation Mnth becane a nat i onal
extension of the original Jazz Awareness Month created by the Louisiana
Jazz Federation in New Oleans; it was established to be an annual event
to pay tribute to jazz as both living and historic nusic; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception in 2001, the annual funding to support
Jazz Appreciation Mnth has been provided by the Ella Fitzgerald
Charitable Foundation; it coincides wth International Jazz Day on Apri
30t h; and

VWHEREAS, Jazz, the classic nusic of Anerica, has had an enduring
i nfluence not only on our State and Nation but also on the world; and

WHEREAS, The nonth of April acknow edges the creativity and talent
of jazz nusicians and conposers, remnding us of the diverse and rich
contributions to this uniquely Anerican art form and

VWHEREAS, JAM will be celebrated in nany venues throughout New York
State during the nonth of April; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has been honored to be the birthplace and
home of countless jazz | egends such as Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday,
Duke Ellington, George and Ira Gershwin, and countless others; and

WHEREAS, Many of the greatest Jazz Clubs in the history of the world
were | ocated in Harlem New York, including, wthout Iimtation, The
Al hanbra Ballroom The Cotton Cub, Count Basie's Lounge, The Lenox
Lounge, The Renai ssance Ball room The Savoy, and Monette's Supper d ub;
and

VWHEREAS, Many of the greatest Jazz Cubs in Harlemexist to this
day, including, Bill's Place, Mnton's Playhouse, Jazz Mbile, and The



Apoll o Theater; and

VWHEREAS, Many of the finest jazz nusicians lived in, played in, and
frequented Harlem including Louis Arnmstrong, Duke Ellington, Earl
"Fatha" Hnes, Cab Calloway, Thelonius Monk, Dizzy G|l espie, Count

Basie, "Jelly Roll"™ Mrton, Charlie Parker, Fats wal | er, Ella
Fitzgerald, Bessie Smth, Paul Robeson, Ethel Waters, Bill "Bojangles"
Robi nson, Lena Horne, Billie Holiday, and Josephi ne Baker; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body calls upon its nenbers and fell ow New
Yorkers to observe Jazz Appreciation Mnth by listening to jazz in
clubs, on the air, and in various jazz celebrations throughout the
State; and

VWHEREAS, New York State's fanobus jazz nusicians have inspired and
entertai ned countl ess players, singers, dancers, and |listeners with such
styles as Dixieland, sw ng, bebop, Latin jazz fusion, free jazz, jazz
fusion, funk, and hip-hop; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim April 2024, as Jazz
Appreciation Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



