Senate Resolution No. 1903
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 2024, as Wonen's History Month in the State of
New Yor k

VWHEREAS, March is Wonen's History Mnth; and
WHEREAS, March 8th is International Wnen's Day; and

VWHEREAS, Each year New York State officially sets aside tinme to
recogni ze the unique contributions that New York wonen have nade to New
York State and beyond; and

WHEREAS, New York State has a distinguished history of nonunenta
achi evenents in the area of wonen's rights; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1826, New York State opened one of the first public high
schools for girls resulting in a future for wonen in which they were no
| onger confined to the hone, a future in which they were educated and
able to wuse this education to better their social and econom c status;
and

VWHEREAS, In 1848 in New York, the first wonen's rights convention
was held at Seneca Falls to secure for all wonmen the right to vote; and

WHEREAS, In 1903, The Wnen's Trade Union League of New York was
formed to represent working wonen, |ater becomng the nucleus for the
I nternational Ladies' Garnment Wrkers' Union; and

WHEREAS, |In 1917, New York guaranteed wonen the right to vote in al
el ections and in the following year the first two wonen, Ida Sanm s and
Mary Lilly, were elected to the New York State Legislature and becane
the first wonen to then serve in 1919; and

VWHEREAS, Rhoda Fox Graves, in 1934, becane the first wonman to be
elected to the New York State Senate; she served from 1935 to 1948,
sitting in the 158th, 159th, 160th, 161st, 162nd, 163rd, 164th, 165th,
and 166th New York State Legislatures; and

VHEREAS, | n 1955, Bessie Buchanan was the first African-Anerican
woman to serve in the New York State Legislature; and

VWHEREAS, In 1967, Muriel Siebert becanme the first woman to own a
seat on the New York Stock Exchange, opening the door for wonen to gain
positions of greater econom c power; and

WHEREAS, In 1968, New York State Assenbl ywonman Shirley Chisholm
becane the first Black woman el ected to Congress and in 1972, she ran
for President of the United States, another first for Black wonen; and

WHEREAS, In 1970, New York City was the site of the first Wnen's



Strike for Equality in which 50,000 people marched for equal rights; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1978, O ga Mendez becane the first Latina wonman to serve
in the New York State Legislature; and

WHEREAS, In 1983, New York State wonen | egislators established the
Legi sl ative Wonen's Caucus to inprove the participation of wonen in al
areas of governnment, support issues that benefit women and provide a
networ k of support for wonen in the State Legislature; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2007, Ellen Young was the first Asian-Anmerican wonan to
serve in the New York State Legislature; and

WHEREAS, In 2009, New Yorker Sonia Sotonmayor becane the first
Hi spani ¢ Justice appointed to the United States Suprene Court; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2015, New Yorker Loretta Elizabeth Lynch was appointed
as At t or ney Cener al of the United States, becomng the first
African- Anerican wonman to serve in this esteened position; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2020, Ruth Bader G nsburg, who was born and raised in
Brookl yn, New York, becane the first worman to lie in repose at the
Suprene Court Building, as well as the first wonan to lay in state at
the Capitol; Avril Haines of New York City becane the first woman to
serve as the Director of National Intelligence on January 21, 2021;
furthernore, on January 26, 2021, Janet Yellen of Bay Ridge, Brooklyn,
becane the first wonan to serve as the Secretary of Treasury; and

VWHEREAS, New York has been the honme of many extraordi nary wonen who
have |l ed society to a better future: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B.
Ant hony | ed the canpaign for wonen's suffrage; Sojourner Truth spoke out
for the abolition of slavery and for suffrage for all wonen; and

WHEREAS, Carrie Chapman Catt becane the first president of the
League of Wwnen Voters; Emma WIlard opened the first endowed
institution for the education of wonen; Civil War surgeon Dr. Mary E.
Wal ker was the only woman ever awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor
Harri et Tubman was an abolitionist who |l ed slaves to freedomby way of
t he Underground Railroad in the 19th Century; and

VWHEREAS, Elizabeth Bl ackwel | and Bel va Lockwood were the first wonen
in the fields of nedicine and | aw, pioneer birth control educator and
advocate Margaret Sanger established a research center in New York City;
and

VWHEREAS, Enmma Gol dman founded the Free Speech League which led to
the Anerican Cvil Liberties Union; hunmanitarian Eleanor Roosevelt
served as United States Delegate to the United Nations; and

VWHEREAS, New Yorker Edith Wndsor fought to expand marriage equality
in the United States prior to the Marriage Equality Act of New York
whi ch became | aw in 2011; and

WHEREAS, Cvil rights Ilawer and New York State Senator Constance
Baker Motl ey becane the first Black woman to sit on the U S. District



Court in New York, and there have been so many nore known and unknown
worren who chanpi oned rights and opportunity for all; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has hosted many conventions, canpaigns and
events of the Wnen's Rights Mwvenent fromthe 1848 convention at Seneca

Falls to the 1999 Berkshire Conference of Winen Hi storians, which was
held to i nprove the status of wonen in history and in the historical
pr of essi ons; and

WHEREAS, Currently, 50% of statew de elected officials are wonen,;
and

WHEREAS, 2024 marks the 104th Anniversary of the 19th anendnent,
whi ch guaranteed wonen the right to vote in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Today, 72 wonen serve in the New York State Legi sl ature,
maki ng up 48% of the seats, holding | eadership positions in both houses
and bringing the diverse experiences of wonmen into |aw and public
policy; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 2024, as Wnen's
H story Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the Legislative Wnen's Caucus of New York State.



