Senate Resolution No. 1881
BY: Senator MAY

CONGRATULATI NG Tinbuk Tu wupon the occasion of
achi eving over 30 years in business

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
achi evenent s of those individuals and businesses that contribute
substantially to the economc vitality of their comunities, thereby
enhanci ng economc well-being of the entire Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Tinbuk Tu upon the occasion of achieving over 30 years in
busi ness; and

VWHEREAS, Kwasi Omusu cane to Syracuse from Ghana in the 1970s to
play soccer and study agriculture at the SUNY Col | ege of Environnent al
Science and Forestry; he initially becane a state enployee working in
agriculture, but eventually left to help his cousin run a furniture and
appl i ance busi ness; and

VWHEREAS, The owner of Tinbuk Tu, Kwasi Omusu, has a storied past,
having owned nmultiple of his own businesses throughout his life,
i ncluding a | eather handbag and jewelry street vendor operation, his
record store called d obal Records, and |later, Tinbuk Tu; and

WHEREAS, Tinbuk Tu has been | ocated in the Southside of Syracuse,
New York, for the last 32 years, standing as a pillar of the comunity
for a great length of tine; and

WHEREAS, Kwasi Omsu's store, Tinbuk Tu, specializes in authentic
African inported goods, and first opened his shop in 1992 after seven
years of running a record store; in working at the record store, he
identified an interest from custoners regardi ng African products; and

WHEREAS, Tinbuk Tu carries skincare products, an assortnment of
apparel, fabrics, jewelry, furniture, cultural books, nusic, painting,
body essentials, and handmade | eat her bags; and

VWHEREAS, Kwasi Omusu has been successful at building community in
his city of Syracuse; he was anong the first residents and vendors
i nvolved in the early 2000s who pioneered the Pan-African Village at the
New York State Fair; for three years, he also served as a board nenber
for the Juneteenth cel ebration; and

VWHEREAS, Furthering his community inpact, Kwasi Omsu, alongside his
nei ghbor in business, |Irvin Hanslip, started a dance and drumm ng
troupe, and played on the International Stars, a sem-pro soccer teamin
Syracuse; and

VWHEREAS, Connecting his New York business wth his fornmer hone,
Kwasi Omusu bought many of his products, including |eather handbags and



baskets, fromthe village of Atw ma Asamang, where he lived in Northern
Ghana, undoubtedly helping the famlies that make the products abroad,
and

VWHEREAS, In early February of 2024, Tinmbuk Tu will officially close
its doors; Kwasi Omsu hopes to travel and spend nore quality tine wth
his beloved wfe, OGaendolyn, in the time that cones after closing the
busi ness; and

VWHEREAS, Kwasi Omusu, in forever dedication to his community, hopes
to ensure that whichever business assunes the |ocation of Tinbuk Tu is
beneficial to the Southside Syracuse residents and community at |arge;
and

VWHEREAS, The success of Tinbuk Tu is in direct correlation to the
efforts of its hardworki ng and dedi cated owner, Kwasi Owmsu, who wll
stand as a role nodel to all great business owners in the State and
beyond; his involvenent is, and al ways has been, characterized by an
i npressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconpron sing
standard of excellence in all undertakings; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknowl edges this exceptional business, its contributions to the |ocal
and state economies, and its vibrant and purposeful role in inproving
the quality of life inits comunity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Ti nbuk Tu upon the occasion of achieving over 30 years in
business, and to wish Kwasi Owsu joy in his retirenment and success in
all future undertakings; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Kwasi Omsu, owner of Tinbuk Tu.



