Senate Resolution No. 1839
BY: Senat or SERRANO

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of the New
York State O fice of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservati on

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organi zations which are dedicated to increasing
public awareness of, and appreciation for, the natural resources and
stewardshi p of New York, recognizing the role all <citizens have in
protecting the environnent and the quality of |life in this Enpire State;
and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of the New York State O fice of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation; and

WHEREAS, The very first publicly owned historic site in the Nation,
Washi ngton's Headquarters, was acquired by and opened in New York in
1850, and 35 vyears later in 1885, Nagara Falls State Park was
established, and is now the ol dest state park in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Wth great foresight and understanding of how vital the
protection of our natural world is to furthering the enrichnment and
health of the citizenry of this State and Nation, while also preserving
the rich and conplex history of New York, the State Council of Parks was
justly established in 1924; and

WHEREAS, The State Council of Parks provided the |eadership to
create a statew de system of new parks for all New Yorkers which served
as a foundation for what is now known as the Ofice of Parks, Recreation
and Hi storic Preservation; and

WHEREAS, After 100 years of service, New York's system of parks and
historic sites is one of the State's nobst inportant assets and is
operated and supported by dedicated New Yorkers who reflect the
popul ation and rich culture of New York; together, New York State Parks
staff, volunteers, and benefactors work hard to offer new experiences to
New Yorkers and travelers fromaround the world while continuing the
m ssi on to restore and revitalize our public spaces for future
generations; and

VWHEREAS, Starting with the earliest nuseum caretakers, many of whom
lived at their historic sites, opening these special locations to the
public has also neant creating a place for |earning; each year, alnost
200 swiminstructors, environnental educators, and historic interpreters
bring their passions to the public through | essons, prograns, and tours
that inspire visitors with new skills and know edge; and

VWHEREAS, Today, with nore than 250 properties enconpassing 360,000
acres of beaches, canpgrounds, trails, forests, and so nuch nore, the



Ofice of Parks, Recreation and Hi storic Preservation renains commtted
to protecting and pronoting public access to the State's rich natural
resources; and

VWHEREAS, Staff and support networks know that parks and protected
sites are economic drivers in their local comunities, and they give
their all to provide world-class experiences for each visitor; in sone
cases, this devotion to the park system has even been nultigenerational,
and the peopl e who support the Ofice of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation my be able to credit their parents and grandparents who
earlier cared for these special places for their current passions and
interest in perpetuating this inportant care; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the welfare of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched
and reliably served by the purposeful endeavors of organi zations which
are committed to the preservation of our natural environnent and the
enhancenment of the appreciation of the distinctive features of our
surroundi ngs, and to the economc well-being of the areas in which they
exi st; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of the New York State O fice of Parks,
Recreation and Hi storic Preservation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the various nenbers of the State Council of Parks,
Recreation and Hi storic Preservati on.



