Senate Resolution No. 1740
BY: Senat or BRI SPORT

MOURNI NG t he death of Viola Plumrer, distinguished
citizen, and devoted nenber of her community

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our comunity who,
through their commtnment and dedication, have served to better the
quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of New Yorkers; Viola Plumer was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Viola Plumer, noting the
significance of her purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Viola Plumer died on Dr. Martin Luther King Day, Monday,
January 15, 2024, in New York Cty, at the age of 86; and

VWHEREAS, Viola Plumrer had been a freedomfighter since 1954; and

VWHEREAS, At the age of 17, Viola Plummer joined the National
Associ ation for the Advancenent of Col ored People (NAACP); and

VWHEREAS, Al ong with Sonny Abubadi ka Carson, Coltrane Chinurenga,
El ombe Brath, and Father Lucas, Viola Plunmer founded the Decenber 12th
Movenent in 1987, as a Brooklyn-based civil rights organization that
addr esses i ssues of racism gentrification, reparations, crimnal
justice, and education in New York communities; and

WHEREAS, Viola Plumer served as the chairperson of the Decenber
12t h Movenent from 2002 until her death in 2024; and

WHEREAS, In 1995, Viola Plumer founded Sistas' Place, a live jazz
nmusi ¢ venue in Bedford Stuyvesant which serves as a neeting place for
the Decenber 12th Movenent and ot her organi zati ons advanci ng i ssues of
racial and social justice; and

WHEREAS, Viola Plumer participated in several thousand protests,
rallies, and victories over the course of her life, advocating on behalf
of U S. political prisoners, and canpai gning agai nst unchecked police
brutality, anong many ot her issues; and

VHEREAS, Viola Plumer was a fierce advocate for i beration
struggl es around the world; and

VHEREAS, Viol a Pl umrer served as Chief-of-Staff for both
Assenbl y/ City Council menbers I nez and Charl es Barron; and

WHEREAS, |In the decades and years leading up to 2023, Viola Pl umrer
was a novenent |eader and advocate for reparations in New York, who
worked tirelessly with the Decenber 12th Movenent, N COBRA, Institute of
the Black World 21st Century, and NAACP to ultimately pass |egislation



to create a New York State Community Conm ssion on Reparations Renedies;
and

WHEREAS, Viola Plumer was a forthright, unyielding, undeterred,
bol d, out spoken, unequivocal warrior-|eader who stood flat-footed and
did not retreat; and

VWHEREAS, Viol a Pl umrer synbol i zed resi st ance, revol uti on,
commtnment, |ove, power, and the need for struggle to change our
condi tions; and

WHEREAS, Viola Plunmer |eaves behind a | egacy that will |ong endure
t he passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved her; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Viola Plumer, and to express its deepest condol ences
to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Viola Plunmer.



