Senate Resolution No. 1738
BY: Senat or SERRANO

CONGRATULATING the Cardinal Hayes H gh School
Foot bal | Team upon the occasion of capturing the
2023 New York State Catholic Hi gh School Athletic
Associ ati on Chanpi onshi p on Decenber 2, 2023

VWHEREAS, | ndivi dual and team chanpi onshi ps are highly sought after
in high school sports; this Legislative Body cormends rare athletic
achi evenents and pays special recognition to those who pursue such
excel l ence and becone exanples for the youth of this great Enpire State;
and

WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition helps to enhance both the noral and
physi cal devel opnment of young athletes, preparing themfor the future by
instilling in themthe inportance of teammrk, encouragi ng a standard of
heal thy living, and devel oping a sense of fair play and conpetition; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratulate the
Cardi nal Hayes Hi gh School Football Team upon the occasion of capturing
the 2023 New York State Catholic H gh School Athletic Association
Chanmpi onshi p; and

VWHEREAS, Beginning its inaugural season W nning one gane in 1942,
ei ghty-one years later, Cardinal Hayes becane the first New York City
football teamto win the prestigious New York State Catholic H gh School
Foot bal | Chanpi onshi p; and

WHEREAS, To the praise and applause of their excited fans, alumi,
and New York City at large, the Cardinals defeated the St. Francis Red
Rai der s of Buffalo in a decisive 40-22 victory to capture the
Chanpi onshi p on Saturday, Decenber 2, 2023, at Colunbia University's
Robert K. Kraft Field; and

VHEREAS, The Cardinal Hayes Cardinals overcane extraordinary
adversity on their way to a 12 and 2 record, recovering from a |ast
pl ace finish season a year ago, to capture the 2023 state title; student
at hl etes experienced severe COVID-rel ated di sruptions over the course of
their playing careers, which limted ganes and shifted seasons; the
Cardi nal s overcane the additional novel obstacles of an accidental fire
in the coaches' offices, relocating the teamis weight |ifting equi pnent
outside to a school parking lot, as well as limted practice spaces; and

WHEREAS, Despite these adversities, long-tenured Head Coach C. J.
O Neil and the Cardinals resolutely persevered through the season with a
dom nating record to secure their first ever chanpionship, adding to
Cardi nal Hayes Bronx |egacy much to the delight and pride of their hone
bor ough and New York City; and

WHEREAS, Head Coach C.J. O Neil and all the outstanding athletes on
t he Cardi nal Hayes High School Football Team have clearly wutilized
dedi cati on, determ nati on, and teamwork in providing a |asting



contribution to the spirit of excellence which is a tradition of their
school; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate the Cardi nal Hayes Hi gh School Football Team d evel and
Charlton, G ovanni Downer, Rich Belin, Eli Garcia, Ray Boyd, Zaydan
Jeffrey, Reid Jones, Andrew McFall, Aldrich Boakye, Abdoul Bah, Raynond
Cruz, Ken-G Burnham AJ Evans, WIliam Thomas, Tyrone Smth, Al ex
Sant os, |siah Thomas, Mhamed Traore, Corey Rock, Souleymane Diallo,
Kenneth Antoine, Jashaun Jones, John Waver, Gary Tucker I1Il, Sincere
Crooks, Ayden Smartt, Nasiah Seabrook, Tristan Rodriguez, Diorek Lopez,
Antoni o Cobb, Caiden Yakah, Daniel Fraser, Virtuous Sanchez, Darryl
Jenkins, Norris Anderson, Mchael Dunn, Jayden Mann, Christerpher
Nor man, Antwan Harvey, Derik Lopez, Bl ake Belin and Kahmari Val enti ne;
Head Coach, C.J. O Neil; Associate Head Coach, GCeorge Dawson, Jr.;
O fensive Assistant, Duffy Brennen; Defensive Coordinator, Mrcus Reyes;
Assi stant Coaches, Dan Mro, Julio Figueroa, Isiah WIIlians, Dequane
June, Lenny Donohue, Rob Huntington and Chris Bethea; Student Managers,
Nazir Dante Childs and Stephon WIlians, on their outstanding season and
overall teamrecord; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Cardi nal Hayes H gh School Football Team and Head
Coach C J. O Neil; Associate Head Coach, Ceorge Dawson, Jr.; O fensive
Assi stant, Duffy Brennen; Defensive Coordi nator, Marcus Reyes; Assistant
Coaches, Dan Muro, Julio Figueroa, Isiah WIlIlians, Dequane June, Lenny
Donohue, Rob Huntington, and Chris Bet hea.



