Senate Resolution No. 1665
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Chris Hoke upon the occasion of her
designation as G and Marshal of the 2024 Uica St.
Patrick's Day Parade

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
i ndi vi dual s of true purpose and worthy acconplishment who work
diligently to preserve and celebrate their rich cultural heritage; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Chri s Hoke upon the occasion of her designation as Gand Marshal
of the 200th Utica St. Patrick's Day Parade on Saturday, March 16, 2024,
and

WHEREAS, The tradition of the Utica St. Patrick's Day Parade is
steeped in 200 years of history, with John C. Devereux |eading the first
march down the H storic Brewery and Arts District of Utica; today, the
Utica Parade draws around 30,000 spectators, as about 5,000 marchers
from across the state step off from Oneida Square and head north to
Genesee Street; and

VWHEREAS, The conmmttee for this year's Utica, New York, St.
Patrick's Day Parade designated Chris Hoke as one of the highly esteened
Gand Marshals in recognition of her devotion and passion for the
preservation and cel ebration of Irish culture in her comunity; and

VWHEREAS, A long time contributor to the Irish conmunity, Chris Hoke
is a head of the Irish Cultural Center alongside husband M ke Hoke, in
which they create, attract, and schedule Irish cultural events,
| ectures, presentations, and performances that pronote Irish heritage
and educate the community concerning the inpact and contributions of the
Irish people in the greater Utica area and beyond; and

VWHEREAS, A testanment to their resilience and anbition, Chris and
M ke Hoke started the Irish Cultural Center with an enpty room and no
fundi ng and assenbl ed a planning team raised funding, acquired sound
and visual equipnment, and booked speakers and perforners to ensure a
continuous series throughout the year, all while facing the constraints
i nposed by a worl d-w de pandem c; and

WHEREAS, For putting together an Irish cultural and educati onal
series that engaged and attracted both presenters and attendees from as
far away as Ireland, the inaugural Matthew T. Sullivan Irish Spirit
Award was given to Chris Hoke in 2021; and

WHEREAS, Chris Hoke has worked for the Craobh Dugan branch of
Comholtas Ceoltoiri Eireann for alnost 45 years; she hel ped found the
branch in 1978, and in 2008, she was inducted into the Conhaltas
Ceoltoiri Eireann Northeast Region Hall of Fane; and



WHEREAS, Chris and Mke Hoke Ilead several trad sessions and
performances each nonth throughout the Utica area, and they al so host an
Irish picnic at their hone every August; and

WHEREAS, The two Grand Marshal s have al so been representatives from
t he Craobh Dugan O Looney branch for the annual North America Conhaltas
Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE) conventions; serving as President and Treasurer
of their local branch, Chris and M ke Hoke have supplied funds from dues
and performances to nmenbers to travel to North Anmerican CCE neetings, as
wel | as attend various nusic and dance wor kshops; and

WHEREAS, Chris Hoke serves proudly as the Secretary of the Conhaltas
Ceoltoiri Eireann Northeast Regional Board; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndividuals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the «citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comend Chris Hoke upon the occasion of her designation as G and Marshal
of the 2024 Utica St. Patrick's Day Parade; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Chris Hoke.



