Senate Resolution No. 1658
BY: Senator BRESLI N

MOURNING the death of WMatthew Thomas Peter,
cherished fam |y man and devoted public servant

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 14, 2023, the City of Al bany |ost a bel oved
resident and comunity |eader when County Legislator and Parking
Aut hority Executive Director Matthew Thormas Peter passed away at the age
of 38; and

VWHEREAS, WMatthew Peter was born on July 25, 1985, in Manhasset, New
York to WIlliamPeter and Nancy (Flacks) Peter; he first cane to the
capital «city to attend State University of New York at Al bany where he
earned his bachelor's and nmaster's degrees and spent his adult life
wor king to make Al bany better; and

VWHEREAS, After working in the Governor's Ofice, the State
Department of Taxation and Fi nance, and the State Senate, Matthew Peter
ran Kathy Sheehan's inaugural race for mayor and | ater becane her first
Chief of Staff; in 2016, he becane Executive Director of the Al bany
Parking Authority, where he took pride in nmaking it profitable and used
his position as a vehicle for inproving conditions in the city; and

VWHEREAS, Growi ng up in suburban Long Island nmade Matthew Peter a big
believer in urban living, but he m ssed the bagels from his honetown; he
nost recently called Center Square in Al bany his hone and was a chanpi on
for the Lark Street community; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2019, Matthew Peter was appointed to the Al bany County
Legi sl ature representing the Fifth District; he was elected to that post
tw ce, nost recently Novenber of 2023; and

VWHEREAS, Matthew Peter spearheaded beautification efforts with the
Capital Walls nural program and helped build the city's infrastructure
for electric vehicles; in 2021, he hel ped get new state | egislation that
noderni zed and expanded the power of the Parking Authority passed and
signed into | aw, and

VWHEREAS, Matthew Peter was wuniversally respected in the County
Legi slature where his work ethic, intelligence, and intellectual honesty
earned himadmrers fromacross the political spectrum he believed that
government could be a force of positive change and politics is the art
of addition, not subtraction; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, Matthew Peter believed a society can only be
truly judged by howit treats the |least fortunate anong us; during the
COVI D- 19 pandem c, he co-founded Feed Al bany to help ensure no one went



hungry during that crisis; in the County Legislature, he chanpi oned new
policies that provided treatnent for those wth nental health and
substance abuse issues who encounter police; and

VWHEREAS, Matthew Peter al so served on the boards of Park Pl ayhouse,
Capitalize Al bany, and the Al bany County Visitors Bureau; he was a
dedi cated nenber of the Denocratic Party, serving as Al bany County Young
Denocrats President, Capital Region President, and New York State Vice
President; he was an Al bany County Denocratic Commttee nenber for
nearly 10 years and served as the Ward Leader for the 6th Ward; and

WHEREAS, Above all else, Matthew Peter |oved his friends and famly;
he showed his Ilove through acts of service and quality tine, as was
reflected in the always-open door to his honme, with a neal and drink
offered to all who entered, and in his i mense generosity and ki ndness
to everyone he knew, as well as to those he did not; and

VWHEREAS, Making the nost of every second and turning every day into
an adventure and a cel ebration of being alive, Matthew Peter woul d throw
a party just for the sake of it and held tight his traditions; every
bi rt hday, anniversary, holiday, Sunday di nner, beach week, weekend, or
day trip was an event and he nade it specific and special for all who
cane along for the ride; and

VWHEREAS, Matthew Peter is survived by his adored fiance, Dr. Corinne
McLeod; parents, Bill and Nancy Peter; sister, Sara Peter (Pete
Uzarwoski); brother, Brian Peter; niece and goddaughter, Gabriella
Fanti; aunt, Peggy Figueroa (Eml); uncles, Edward and Thomas Peter; his
bel oved cani ne conpani on, Athena; and friends, Amal Jacobson, Jessica
G ordano, Richard Azzopardi, Abigail Barker, Brian Shea, and Becky
Engl i sh; and

VWHEREAS, Matthew Peter's infinite selflessness and benevol ence wl|
shine on through his friends' and famly's vivid and happy nenories; his
I nsight and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light, and
hope to the countless |lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Matthew Peter |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wll be
deeply m ssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this Legislative
Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Matthew Thomas Peter, cherished famly man and
devoted public servant; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Matthew Thomas Peter.



