Senate Resolution No. 165
BY: Senator MAY

MOURNI NG the death of John P. Copanas, dedicated
public servant, and devoted nmenber of his conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, John P. Copanas of Syracuse, New York, died on Thursday,
Novenber 24, 2022, at the age of 65; and

VWHEREAS, A proud graduate of Nottingham H gh School and LeMyne
Coll ege, John P. Copanas worked for the Gty of Syracuse for over 40
years; he served as City Cerk for 30 years, and held the position of
Deputy Comm ssioner of both the Departnent of Public Wrks, and of
Avi ation; and

VWHEREAS, John P. Copanas di stingui shed hinself in his profession and
by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
his conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Possessing a great depth of know edge surroundi ng
Syracuse's history and I|laws, John P. Copanas was renowned by Counci
menbers for his neani ngful advice and gui dance regardi ng the passage of
| egi sl ati on and handling constituent concerns; and

VWHEREAS, A man of loyalty and principle, John P. Copanas was vital
to the successes and growth of the Gty of Syracuse and its operations;
and

VWHEREAS, John P. Copanas' comm tnent to excellence, and his spirit
of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, In 2011, when sane-sex marriage was |egalized in New York,
John P. Copanas opened Syracuse City Hall on a Sunday to begin granting
marriage |icenses as soon as possible; and

WHEREAS, Loyal to his GCty, John P. Copanas was an avid fan of
Syracuse University basketball and football; he |oved taking care of
animals and also enjoyed the city's parks, Syracuse Stage, and ot her
| ocal theaters; and

WHEREAS, John P. Copanas is survived by his brother, George Copanas,
as well as his uncle, Dean VI assis (Dodie), and nunerous bel oved cousi ns
and friends; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, John P. Copanas |eaves behind a |egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al



he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of John P. Copanas, dedicated public servant, and
devot ed nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of John P. Copanas.



