Senate Resolution No. 161
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Colvin O G annum
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Colvin O G annumwas one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Colvin O G annum noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Colvin O G annum of Brooklyn, New York, died on Tuesday,
May 31, 2022, at the age of 97; and

VHEREAS, Colvin O Neal G annum was born on Novenber 14, 1924, in
Bar bados, West Indies, the fourth of 11 children to Charles and Mathel
G annunt and

VWHEREAS, Raised in an African Methodist Episcopalian famly of
strong faith, as a young man Colvin O Gannum joined the Pilgrim
Holiness Church in Barbados, where he net Lucille Ml oney, who woul d
becone his bride and Iife partner for 62 years; and

VWHEREAS, A skilled craftsman, Colvin O Gannumcane to the United
States after conpleting a carpentry apprenticeship and tenporarily
wor ked in various factories; he returned to Barbados before officially
immgrating to the United States in 1950, during which time he settled
near famly in Boston; and

VWHEREAS, Shortly thereafter, Colvin O Gannum noved to Brooklyn,
New York, where he and Lucille were united in marriage in 1952; that
sanme year, the couple purchased a brownstone on Canbridge Place in
Clinton Hill/Bedford Stuyvesant where they raised their three sons; and

VWHEREAS, A truly industrious man renowned for his extraordi nary work
ethic and physical strength, Colvin O G annum worked as a shi pbuil der
for Bet hl ehem Shi pyard, Brooklyn Federal Navy Yard, and Phil adel phia
Federal Navy Yard in the 1950s and 60s; and

WHEREAS, Wth the <closures of the Navy Yards, Colvin O G annum
joined the New York City Transit Authority as a skilled tradesman in the
m d- 1960s, and qui ckly advanced to master nason before retiring 25 years
| ater; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his illustrious careers with the Naval Yards
and New York Gty Transit Authority, Colvin O Gannum served as an
active carpenter and handyman who was often called upon by his friends



and neighbors for small renovation projects, including carpentry,
el ectrical, and plunbing work, as well as repair projects of every sort;
and

VWHEREAS, Moreover, following the exanple of his parents who owned
their hone and land in Barbados, Colvin O Gannum enbarked on a
life-long journey into the world of Brooklyn real estate, acquiring and
renovating distressed properties which he would t hen rent to
wor ki ng-cl ass fam lies; and

VWHEREAS, After settling his famly, Colvin O Gannum began
assisting his parents and siblings with their inmgration to the United
States, and they eventually settled in Boston; annual trips to visit his
parents, siblings, nieces and nephews were special occasions for Colvin,
Lucille, and the boys; and

VWHEREAS, A man of indomtable faith and dedication, Colvin O
Grannum j oi ned Beul ah Church of the Nazarene in the early 1950s, and
diligently helped the church to grow and prosper, serving in numerous
positions on the Board of Trustees for nore than 45 vyears, including
over three decades as Chairnman; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnent to his
comunity, Colvin O Gannumwas a |leader in the purchase of both the
St. John's Place sanctuary and church conpl ex, and the Washi ngt on Avenue
Community Center; and

WHEREAS, Colvin O Gannum had a strong constitution and an
unf orgett abl e handshake grip; he did not drink al cohol or snoke, and he
was known throughout the conmmunity for noving refrigerators and ot her
obj ects seemingly too challenging for a man of his nodest but sturdy
size; he loved gospel nusic and during his final days, found confort in
singing his favorite songs; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his beloved wife in 2014, Colvin O G annum
I's survived by his three sons, Colvin W (Sandra), Jeffrey (Janice), and
Charl es; four grandchildren, Jeffrey, Jr., Jenee, Jordan, and Cifton; a
great-grandson, Kaneron; future grand-daughter-in-law, Jennie Lorusso;
and a brother, Caneron; as well as a host of nieces, nephews, cousins
and famly friends; and

WHEREAS, The wunity of our State and Nation is built upon the
conpassi on of individuals such as Colvin O Gannum who upheld the

val ues of community |ife and who, through their great actions,
epitom zed the best of humanity; his insight and strength w Il forever
serve as a beacon of love, light and hope to the countless |lives he

t ouched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Colvin O Gannum |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wl|l
be deeply missed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Colvin O Gannum and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Colvin O G annum



