Senate Resolution No. 1592
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORING the Uica Oneida County Branch of the
NAACP upon the occasion of hosting its 40th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Tribute March on January
15, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those enduring organizations which devote their
pur poseful energies to inproving the quality and dignity of [life of
those they serve, to preserving their heritage, and to fostering pride
anong them and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
the Uica Oneida Branch of the NAACP upon the occasion of hosting its
40t h Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Tribute March on Monday, January
15, 2024, at St. Paul's Baptist Church, Utica, New York; and

VWHEREAS, This annual observance is a tinme to celebrate, comenorate
and honor the life, legacy and inpact of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; the
event gives citizens of the community the unique opportunity to learn
and unite in celebration of Dr. King' s groundbreaki ng work; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, as we wtness nations around the world
continue to struggle under the weight of violence, hate and poverty,
todays, social, political, and economc |andscape reveals the urgent
necessity of Dr. King' s philosophy and net hodol ogy of non-viol ence, as
a sustainable solution to injustice and violence in our world; and

VWHEREAS, The ol dest and | argest civil rights organization, the NAACP
was founded in 1909, in New York Gty by a group of black and white
citizens commtted to improving the quality of life for
Afri can- Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, In 1962, after observing that the political and soci al
nores in Oneida County did not support the needs of the mnority
popul ation, Ed Bass began working tirelessly to organize a | ocal NAACP
branch to assist mnority groups in obtaining equal rights; and

VWHEREAS, Over the years, the Utica Oneida County Branch's effective
utilization of the NAACP conmttee system has kept an eye out for
mnority participation in all areas of the comunity, and has sent
| eadership delegations to State conventions in Buffalo, New York City,
Syracuse, Rochester, Ceneva, Wstchester, and Al bany, as well as to
Nat i onal Conventions in Indianapolis, Baltinore, and New York City; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, the Uica Oneida County NAACP has
hosted countless initiatives and events, including Black Hi story Month,
Soul Day, Juneteenth, and Kwanzaa celebrations, as well as Dr. Martin
Lut her King Tributes, Freedom Fund Dinners, Diversity Affairs, Poverty
Synposi uns, League of W nen Political Debates, and Voter Registration



Drives; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, this vital organization has worked to address
envi ronnment al issues through organi zed cl eanups and tree plantings, and
established a direct Iink to the Chief of Police to keep comuni cation
| i nes open between the comunity and | ocal |aw enforcenent; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Uica Oneida County Branch of the NAACP
continues to fulfill its mssion to ensure the political, educational,
social, and economc equality of rights of all persons and to elimnate
raci al hatred and racial discrimnation; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of the great State of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
commends the Utica Oneida County Branch of the NAACP for its excellence
and for its commitnent and contributions to the community it so ably
serves; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the Uica Oneida County Branch of the NAACP upon the occasion of
hosting its 40th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Tribute March on
January 15, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Uica Oneida County Branch of the NAACP.



