Senate Resol ution No. 1503
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVWEMORATI NG the 25th Anniversary of Abraham
House on Novenber 3, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to conmmend those
illustrious organizations of the State of New York whose focus and
i ntent have made a substantial inmpact on the quality of I|ife in their
conmmuni ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 25th Anniversary of Abraham House on Friday, Novenber 3,
2023, to be celebrated at the Double Tree by Hlton of Utica, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, Abraham House is designed to care for individuals who have
reached the end of <curative therapy options; this extraordinary
organi zati on provi des personal care, based closely on the nodel of
caring for a loved one at hone, and wel cones all individuals regardless
of diagnosis, gender, religion, race, or financial status; and

VWHEREAS, Abr aham House was established in 1998, when the Uica
property was donated by Dr. and Ms. Abraham L. Shaheen for the purpose
of caring for those who are dying; and

WHEREAS, Staying true to the promse that a young Dr. Abraham L.
Shaheen nade to his father to "be a doctor for the people and not a
doctor for the noney," Abraham House was founded with the intent that
its guests and famlies would not be charged for services; and

WHEREAS, Two decades | ater, Abraham House conti nues to honor that
prom se, relying solely on donations, fundraising and grants to ensure
the conti nued success; and

WHEREAS, Structured based on the nodel of a famly caring for a
| oved one's needs in a honme setting, Abraham House offers around the
clock health and hygienic care via its surrogate caregivers, relieving
famlies of the responsibility of providing care for their |oved one so
they may focus on the remaining tine they have together; and

WHEREAS, During its formative years, Abraham House was run by
Reverend Frederick Daley and the Sisters of St. Joseph, primarily caring
for those who were dying from Al DS; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Abraham House cares for an equal nunber of nmen and
wonen, ranging in age from 21-99; adm ssion is prioritized based on need
and preference is given to those who are in need of the highest |evel of
care; and

WHEREAS, 1In Septenber of 2019, Abraham House Rone, a 6-bed hone
| ocated on the corner of Washington and Thomas streets, officially



opened. Formerly known as the Rone Hone, a facility for the elderly,
the property was donated in 2017 to provide end of |ife care for the
resi dents of Rome, New York and nei ghboring communities; and

VWHEREAS, Rermaining true to its mssion, Abraham House provides its
terminally ill guests and their famlies a safe and | oving hone with al
t he support needed for dignified end-of-life care, free of any financi al
bur dens; and

VWHEREAS, Over its distinguished 25-year history, Abraham House has
denpnstrated continuous service to the residents and communities which
it serves; and

VWHEREAS, The success of Abraham House is in direct «correlation to
the efforts of its staff and volunteers, whose involvenment is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled
enthusiasm and an wunconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the organi zation and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 25th Anniversary of Abraham House on Novenber 3, 2023;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Abraham House, of Utica and Rone, New YorKk.



