Senate Resol ution No. 1502
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVEMORATING the 200th Anniversary of Utica
Commandery No. 3, Knights Tenplar of the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and wor t hy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 200th Anniversary of Utica Conmandery No. 3, Knights
Tenpl ar of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, | n 1118, nine Crusader knights took pious vows to protect
pilgrine to the Holy Land, form ng the Poor Fell ow Sol diers of Chri st
and of the Tenple of Sol onon; and

WHEREAS, A novenent began in 1737, anong the Freemasons to enulate
these knights, and in 1814, what is now known as the G and Conmandery
was fornmed; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1816, the G and Encanpnent of Knights Tenplar of the USA
was established with DeWtt Cinton elected as its first Gand Master;
and

VWHEREAS, |In 1823, Grand Master Cinton signed a warrant constituting
what is now known as Utica Commandery No. 3, to which the Cty of Uica
continued to provide a hone during the Masonically dark tine that began
only three years |ater; and

WHEREAS, Uica Conmandery hosted the Annual Conclave of its G and
Commandery in 1896, with a parade of thousands of Knights Tenplar, and
wel coming the Gand Master of Knights Tenplar, Prince Hall Affiliated,
in 2022; and

WHEREAS, The City of Uica is known throughout the world as
wel coming and assisting inmgrants and refugees fromtyrants, as the
crusader Kni ghts Tenplar wel coned and protected pilgrins to the Holy
Land; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, for sone tinme, Uica was the westernnost
recogni zed Commandery in New York, seeding Conmanderies further west and
spreadi ng Masoni ¢ Tenplary across the state; and

WHEREAS, Today, wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to its
community, Uica Commandery No. 3 <continues to sponsor clergy
pilgrimages to the Holy Land; this vital organization also supports the
Knights Tenplar Eye Foundation to inprove vision through research,
education, and care; and



WHEREAS, The success of Uica Commandery No. 3 is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its dedi cated nenbers, whose invol venent

i's, and al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive conmtnent, an
unbridled enthusiasm and an unconpron sing standard of excellence in
all endeavors on behal f of the organization and the conmmunity it serves;
and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor and conmend
the nmenbers of Uica Commandery No. 3, Knights Tenplar of the State of
New Yor k, past and present, who have |abored so conscientiously to
secure and inprove the quality of |life for the community it serves; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 200th Anniversary of Uica Comandery No. 3, Knights
Tenpl ar of the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Uica Commandery No. 3, Knights Tenplar of the State of
New Yor k.



