Senate Resol ution No. 1490
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORI NG Heat her O Connell upon the occasion of
her designation as recipient of the Mnilow Misic
Project Teacher Award by nusic icon Barry Manil ow

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and
recogni ze those dedicated professionals, who strive to enhance the
qual ity of educat i on for our students, and whose character,
acconpl i shnents and community contributions inspire all citizens of this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Heather
O Connell upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the
Mani | ow Musi ¢ Project Teacher Award by music icon Barry Manilow to be
present ed on Saturday, August 19, at a special backstage cerenony on the
ni ght of his concert at Turning Stone Resort Casino in Verona, New York;
and

WHEREAS, This year's esteenmed Manilow Miusic Project Teacher Award
recogni zes an outstanding nusic teacher who helps bring nusic to Ilife
for their students; and

WHEREAS, A 2002 Songwiters Hall of Fanme |nductee, Barry Manilow s
I ncredi bl e career featuring Ganmmy, Emmy, and TONY Award wi ns has given
him the opportunity to give back to the comunity; the Manilow Misic
Project has given away over ten mllion dollars' wrth of funds and
musi ¢ i nstrunment donations to deserving nusic prograns; and

VWHEREAS, W th many school nusic prograns becom ng severely depleted
and even termnated, the Manilow Miusic Project ains to Kkeep nusic in
school s; and

VWHEREAS, An Oneida High School nusic teacher, Heather O Connel
surpassed nine other finalists to win the $10,000 award fromthe singer
the prize cones with a $5,000 cash award and anot her $5,000 in "Manil ow
bucks" to allow her to buy nusical instrunents for her school's nusic
program and

WHEREAS, Located in the city of Oneida in WMdison County, Oneida
High School has about 600 students; undoubtedly a caring individual,
Heat her O Connell plans to purchase instrunents for the students and
support the community outreach program in the school with the prize
noney; and

VWHEREAS, The Oneida City School District is indeed fortunate and
bl essed to have such a dedi cated and respected educator; her w sdom and
contributions reach into every classroom truly making a difference in
the lives of those | ucky enough to work with her; and

WHEREAS, A significant contributor to education in New York State,
Heat her O Connell has continually denonstrated an inpressive dedication,



an unparal |l el ed devotion, and an unremtting enthusiasmfor the quality
of the educational prograns and opportunities offered at Oneida Hi gh

School for the benefit of its faculty and students, as well as for the
entire comunity; and

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever formdepicted, are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the developnment of friendship and understanding anong all peoples
cannot be underestinmated; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Heather O Connell upon the occasion of her designation as
reci pient of the Manil ow Misic Project Teacher Award by nusic icon Barry
Mani |l ow;, and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Heather O Connell.



