Senat e Resol ution No. 1474
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG Margaret Helen Walker upon the
occasion of <celebrating her 100th Birthday on
Novenber 12, 2023

VWHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a wealth of experience and know edge
to the increasingly active roles they play in today's society; their
past contributions and future participation are a vital part of, and
val uabl e asset to, the fabric of community Iife and activity; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to comrenorate
and recognize certain nilestones celebrated by citizens of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Margaret Hel en Wal ker upon the occasion of celebrating her
100t h Birthday on Sunday, Novenber 12, 2023; and

WHEREAS, Margaret Hel en Cal houn of New Hartford, New York, was born
to Gant and Hel en (Wl ch) Cal houn in Brookfield, New York, on Novenber
12, 1923; she is the eldest of eight children, having four sisters and
three brothers; and

VHEREAS, | n 1941, Margaret Hel en Cal houn graduated from Brookfield
Central School and enrolled in secretarial studies at Powel son Busi ness
Institute in Syracuse, New York, graduating in 1942; during Wrld Wr
1, she worked for the United States War Departnent; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 21, 1943, Margaret Helen Cal houn married Harry
Wal ker, a dairy farmer in North Brookfield who al so operated a sawml
and produced maple syrup; the couple were blessed with four children;
and

VWHEREAS, While raising a famly, Mrgaret Hel en Wal ker assisted with
the work on the farm through the vyears, nine grandchildren, 20
great-grandchildren, and eight great-great-grandchildren enriched the
couple's lives; and

VWHEREAS, Active in her comunity, Margaret Helen Wl ker was
committed to various organizations; she was involved in clean-up
projects in her community while she was a nenber of the Wrld Wde Guild
(1958-1962); she also held nenbership with Hone Bureau; she even ensured
t he nei ghborhood children could enjoy their sumrers by transporting them
to Brookfield s sw nmng pool; and

VWHEREAS, Having remarkable skills in nathematics, Mrgaret Helen
Wal ker acted as Treasurer of nunerous |ocal organizations, including
Brookfield Historical Society; engaged I n politics, she al so
participated in elections as a poll worker; and



WHEREAS, Margaret Helen Wilker has enjoyed various pastines and
interests, including playing the piano as a volunteer at Hardi ng Nursing
Hone, singing in the choir for many years as a nenber of Brookfield

First Baptist Church, bowing fromthe 1960s through the 1980s with the
Waterville Bow ing League, playing card ganes, and neki ng her remarkabl e
chocol at e fudge; and

WHEREAS, After 80 years of residency in North Brookfield, Margaret
Hel en Wl ker transitioned to long-termcare at Sitrin Health Care Center
in 2023; and

VWHEREAS, This exceptional centenarian has experienced the incredible
joys and sorrows characteristic of, and reserved for, those wth the
stam na and courage to savor a full life; and

VWHEREAS, Margaret Helen Wilker has enriched the |ives of those
around her through her joyous and sincere love for others and through
the vibrant charmand infinite wi sdomwhich cones only froma full ness
of years; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to publicly
recogni ze those who have reached such a remarkable age and have
w t nessed and cel ebrated the innovations, cultural developnents, and
awesone achievenents of this country during the last century, while
t hensel ves contributing to the growh and excellence of +this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Margaret Hel en Wal ker upon the occasion of celebrating her
100t h Birthday on Novenber 12, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Margaret Hel en Wl ker.



