Senate Resol ution No. 1450
BY: Senat or PALUMBO

MOURNI NG the death of Leslie Blake Anderson,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Leslie Bl ake Anderson of R verhead, New York died on
Thur sday, Septenber 28, 2023 at the age of 57; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Riverhead, New York, Leslie Bl ake Anderson was a
lifelong nenber of the East End NAACP, where her grandparents, great
aunt, and great uncle were the unit's charter nenbers; and

WHEREAS, Mving to Central Islip as a teenager, Leslie Blake
Anderson was a graduate of the University at Al bany, where she spent a
year studying at the University of Edinburgh abroad in Scotland; she
graduated from Al bany Law School at Union University in 1990; and

WHEREAS, A credi ble and highly know edgeable |awer, Leslie Blake
Anderson worked for three Suffolk district attorneys and was a head of
the office's gang investigations unit; she ultimately retired as deputy
bureau chief of the district attorney's conviction integrity unit; and

WHEREAS, At one tine, Leslie Blake Anderson decided to | eave the
district attorney's office, noving over to investigate and prosecute
attorneys for professional msconduct as a principal |awer for the
State's Appellate D vision, 2nd Judi ci al Departnent's Gi evance
Conmittee in the 10th Judicial District, Long Island; and

WHEREAS, Devoted to community service, Leslie Bl ake Anderson opened
doors for young peopl e in educat i on by endowi ng t he
Ander son/ Hel ns/ Hol nmes Fam |y Menorial Scholarship for students in
financial need at Suffolk County Comrunity Coll ege; the scholarship was
naned after her nother, Andrea, and her grandnother, both of whom val ued
education; she eventually established a second scholarship at the
Col l ege, The Leslie B. Anderson Menorial Fund for Nursing Excellence;
and

VWHEREAS, In addition to her active role in the NAACP, Leslie Bl ake
Ander son was involved with or held |eadership roles in a nyriad of
organi zations, including Head Start, the Martin Luther King Conm ssion
annual luncheon, the Islip Town Ethics Board, Suffolk's chapter of the
Anerican Cancer Society, Albany Law Center, the Suffolk Human Ri ghts
Comm ssion, Suffolk County Conmunity Coll ege, and also was adviser to
Central Islip H gh School's nock trial team and

VWHEREAS, Leslie Bl ake Anderson distinguished herself in her



prof ession and by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to
the welfare of her comunity; and

VWHEREAS, Leslie Bl ake Anderson's conmm tnent to excellence, and her
spirit of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise,
i ncluding charitable and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Leslie Blake Anderson is survived by her partner Emma
MG attan; the couple loved to travel together, visiting Ireland and
sharing an apartnment in Dublin; they lived together in East Patchogue
and enjoyed 10 beautiful years of narriage; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Leslie Bl ake Anderson | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Leslie Blake Anderson, distinguished citizen and
devot ed nenber of her community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Leslie Bl ake Anderson.



