Senat e Resol ution No. 1442
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Cam |l e Brandon, a
trail bl azer for wonen in politics, devoted wfe,
not her and grandnot her, and di sti ngui shed nmenber of
her comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurabl e positive
i npact on the lives of its residents; Camlle Brandon was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Canille Brandon, noting the
significance of her purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Canille Brandon of Cheektowaga, New York, died on Mnday,
Cct ober 23, 2023, at the age of 79; and

WHEREAS, An expert in state governnent and politics wth a
particular focus on Upstate New York, Cam |l e Brandon served as the
Western New York Office Director for O Donnell & Associates, where she
offered her «clients vital insights froma lifetine of experience in
di rect engagenent with elected officials and comunity | eaders, as well
as an insider's know edge of how to achieve results; and

VWHEREAS, Anong her many successes, Cam || e Brandon was nost proud of
hel ping to save a local social, health and human services provider in
danger of closing; she worked diligently to coordinate different
branches of governnent and coordi nate conmunity engagenent with famlies
and nei ghbors to keep the provider's door open; and

WHEREAS, Canmille Brandon played an integral part in |egislation
creating the Whnen's Suffrage Centennial Commission and continued to
work with New York State to ensure the Comm ssion's success; and

VHEREAS, Furthernore, she was instrunental in the successful
conpl etion of projects as diverse as the new Al bri ght-Knox-Gundl ach Art
Gallery (AKG, the Strong Museumin Rochester, the Buffal o Zoo, and the
new spl ash pads in Cheektowaga; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering comm tnent to her
comunity, Camlle Brandon held several positions in governnent,
i ncluding serving as Deputy County Cerk wunder (forner Congressnan)
Chris Jacobs and (now Governor) Kathy Hochul; she also worked in the
Adm ni stration of Erie County Executive Dennis T. Gorski; and

VWHEREAS, Camille Brandon also gave tirelessly of her tine and
energies to the Buffalo Cty Court system as well as several law firns
in the private sector; prior to joining O Donnell & Associates, she
spent a decade sol ving problens for one of New York's |argest governnent



affairs firnms; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her considerable public sector experience,
Cam || e Brandon was involved in many professional associations and | ocal
comunity organi zations; she was a nenber of several nonprofits, and
served as Vice President of the Pul aski Association at the tine of her
death; she previously chaired the Cheektowaga Youth Services and
Citizens Police Advisory Boards and sat on the board of the YWA
Institute for Public Leadership Planning; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her lifetine of public service, Cam |l e Brandon
was an integral part of several national, state and | ocal canpaigns, and
was an influential figure in Erie County politics for decades; and

WHEREAS, Born to Herman and Carnela Lafferty on March 4, 1944,
Camlle Brandon had a smle that Iit up a roomand a way of naking al
of those with whom she cane in contact feel good about thenselves; she
was full of life and everything she did, she did with determ nati on and
beauty; and

WHEREAS, Camille Brandon is survived by her husband, Robert J.
Brandon; two children, Craig (Sara) Brandon and Heat her (Janes) Sondel;
two grandchildren, WIIl Brandon and Peter Sondel; and a sister, Panela
(Al'l en Andrukat) Lafferty; and

WHEREAS, Canille Brandon's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
w Il shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories; her insight
and strength will forever serve as a beacon of love, light and hope to
the countless |ives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassion, Camlle Brandon | eaves behind a legacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and wll remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng woman; she
will be deeply mssed and truly merits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Camlle Brandon, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Cam |l e Brandon.



