Senat e Resol ution No. 1441
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG the death of Richard J. "D ck" Thonpson
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Thonpson, affectionately known as D ck, of
Buf fal o, New York, died on Cctober 15 at the age of 92; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Buffalo, New York, to parents who canme from the
city's Ad First Ward, R chard J. Thonpson was the youngest of seven
children; he grew up on Engl ewood Avenue in the University District,
graduated from Canisius Hi gh School in 1949 and received a bachelor's
degree in English from Canisius College in 1953; and

WHEREAS, After serving the Nation in the Arny, Richard J. Thonpson
taught for three years at his alma mater, Canisius H gh School, while
earning a master's degree fromthe University of Buffalo, where he also
went on to conplete his doctorate; and

VWHEREAS, From 1958 to 2001, Richard J. Thonpson taught English and
Irish literature at Canisius, becomng a full-tine professor in 1972;
his specialties included nodern Irish literature, with an enphasis on
WIlliamButler Yeats and James Joyce, the Irish short story, and 1Irish
drama, history and culture; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Thonpson, a lion of the English Departnent at
Cani sius University, was credited with establishing the first fornal
Irish studies program in Wstern New York when the former Canisius
Col | ege started offering the concentration as a mnor in 1973; he also
built an inpressive collection of Irish books in the college library;
and

VWHEREAS, A | eading proponent of nodern Irish literature in the
United States and abroad, Richard J. Thonpson founded the Canisius Irish
Society and began |eading sumrer cultural excursions in 1972, taking
Cani sius students, staff and alumi on 31 trips to the Enerald Isle; he
also started a long tradition of bringing notable Irish poets and
witers, such as Seamus Heaney and John Montague, to give public
readi ngs at the Canisius canpus to neet with students; and

WHEREAS, Dedicated to supporting students and their education,
Richard J. Thonpson al so assisted the St. Patrick Schol arship Fund for
students in the Buffalo area, which has sent |ocal students abroad for
the sumer to Ireland since 1960; also, for six senesters, he
participated in the college-in-prison programat Attica Correctional
Facility; and



VWHEREAS, Truly a caring individual, R chard J. Thonpson woul d al ways
| eave his office door open to students for enrichnment or tutoring and

often hosted students at his Parkside hone for dinners and parties
celebrating their academ c achi evenents; and

VWHEREAS, Diligently serving as Chairman of the English Departnent
for six years, Richard J. Thonpson led 26 full-time faculty menbers and
close to 150 English najors, the |largest nunber in the school's history;
and

VWHEREAS, A  renowned aut hor, Richard J. Thonpson published
Everl asti ng Voices: Aspects of the Modern Irish Short Story in 1989; he
al so aut hored dozens of articles and book reviews; and

VWHEREAS, A patron of the arts, Richard J. Thonpson was a cel ebrated
singer in the Canisius glee club, becane a devotee of the Buffalo
Phi |l harmonic Orchestra, supported the old Studio Theatre on Lafayette
Avenue and was an early nenber of the board of directors for Vincent and
Chris ONeill's Irish Cassical Theatre Conpany; and

VWHEREAS, Involved in mny community organizations, Richard J.
Thonmpson was a nenber of the Mddern Language Associ ation, the Anerican
Associ ation of University Professors, the Erie-Linerick Twin County
Commttee, the Anerican Conference for Irish Studies and the Irish
American Cultural Institute; and

VWHEREAS, Richard J. Thonpson received a nyriad of honors due to his
exceptional community service, and was nost proud of a citation stone a
former student placed for himat the Wstern New York Irish Fam ne
Menorial on Buffalo's waterfront; and

VWHEREAS, Richard J. Thonpson distingui shed hinself in his profession
and by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of his conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Thonpson's commtnent to excellence, and his
spirit of humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise,
i ncluding charitable and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Thonpson is survived by his wife of 64 years,
Jacquel yn "Jacki e" Bowden-Brown, and his two daughters, Susan Ham|lton
and Elizabeth Thonpson; five sons, Brendan, Philip, Mchael, and twns
Eric and Jay; 13 grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, Renenbered for his wanderlust, Richard J. Thonpson woul d
often take his famly on adventurous trips, including driving through
Europe for a year; he and his wife saw a renarkable 65 to 70 countries
t oget her; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, R chard J. Thonpson | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and wll remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of R chard J. Thonpson, distinguished citizen and
devot ed nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of R chard J. Thonpson.



