Senate Resol ution No. 1433
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

COVMENDI NG Seaman First C ass Gerard Thomas M| er
post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis esteenmed Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend Seanan
First dass GCerard Thonas M I | er posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, CGerard Thomas MIller was born to Stanton WIliam and
Josephine Marie MIller in Hudson, New York, on Cctober 9, 1927; he
attended St. Mary's Acadeny in Hudson after which he enlisted in the
United States Navy in Al bany, New York, on July 3, 1945; upon the
conpl etion of 10 weeks of boot training in Sanpson, New York, he was
tenporarily stationed in San Diego, California; and

VWHEREAS, Assigned to the USS Heermann, a Fl etcher-class destroyer
that was comm ssioned to a duty station in the Pacific Theater of
Qperations, Seaman First Cass CGerard T. MIler renmained on board until
July 6, 1946, when the destroyer was deconm ssioned; he was assigned to
the USS Boyd, another Fletcher-class destroyer, until he was honorably
di scharged on August 10, 1946, at Lido Beach, Long Island, New York; and

VWHEREAS, For his courageous service during Wrld War 11, Seanan
First Cass Cerard T. MIller was awarded the Anmerican Theater Medal,
Asi atic-Pacific Theater Medal, World War Il Victory Medal, and a Letter
of Commendati on; and

VWHEREAS, Subsequent to returning honme, CGerard T. MIler conpleted
his studi es and graduated from Hudson Hi gh School; he was enployed by
Bel | Tel ephone Conpany, the New York State Police, and Col unbia Menori al
Hospital in addition to substitute teaching; he also net and married
Cynt hi a Magyar; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community, Gerard Thonmas MIller served as
Commander of the local American Legion and was a nenber of the G eenport
Fire Departnment and the USS Heernmann (DD 532) Associ ation; he enjoyed
singing as a baritone in a |l ocal barbershop quartet called The Master



Bl end which entered conpetitions and won several national honors; and

WHEREAS, Gerard Thomas MIler died on June 21, 2016, at the age of
89, in Great Barrington, Massachusetts; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country and nmust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that to those who gave their |ives for
their bel oved Nation and to those who continue to be mssing in action;
and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at honme and abroad,
Seaman First Cass Gerard Thomas M Il er denonstrated his love for his
country and nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and
Nati on; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, comended,
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their comunities, their State, and their
Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Seaman First Cass Gerard Thonmas M || er posthunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest
honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Seanan First Cass Gerard Thomas M| er



