Senat e Resol ution No. 1427
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG John W and Joseph E. Kehoe
post hunously upon the occasion of their designation
as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis esteenmed Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend John W
and Joseph E. Kehoe post hunously upon the occasion of their designation
as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate, to be celebrated at Schenect ady
County's Honor-A-Veteran cerenony on Saturday, Septenber 30, 2023, at
St. Luke's Church in Schenectady, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Brothers John and Joseph Kehoe were born to Anna and Hugh
Kehoe; John Kehoe was born on April 29, 1920 and Joseph Kehoe was born
on Novenber 21, 1912; and

VWHEREAS, G owing up in the Schenectady area, John and Joseph Kehoe
attended Draper Hi gh School; before enlisting, John Kehoe was enployed
by General Electric Co. and Joseph Kehoe worked for Anerican Loconotive
Co.; and

VWHEREAS, One nonth after the bonbing of Pearl Harbor, John Kehoe
answered the call to defend the Nation and entered the Arny on January
9, 1942; he enrolled in the Aviation pre-flight school at Santa Ana,
California; and

WHEREAS, Upon graduating fromprimary training at King GCty, John
Kehoe was transferred to Lanbore Arny flying school at Lanoore,
California; he received his wings and Comr ssion as a Second Li eut enant
in the Arny Air Corps at Wllians Field in Chandler, Arizona; and

VWHEREAS, Earning the prestigious title of First Lieutenant, John
Kehoe was assigned overseas to the 669th Squadron of the 416t h Bonber
Goup as a pilot of a B26 Tactical Bomber which interdicted tanks, rai
mar shal i ng yards, ammunition depots, and infantry positions; and

WHEREAS, Gving the ultimate sacrifice to protect our great Nation
and vul nerabl e people around the world, John Kehoe was killed in action
Christmas norning in 1944; and



WHEREAS, On that date, he showed extraordinary heroismin action
when he encountered an intense flak on the bonbing line to the target in

his aircraft; despite great damage to his aircraft, Lieutenant Kehoe
mai ntai ned his position in the formation and his right engine burst into
flames, spreading along the fuselage; sacrificing his owm life, the
target was hit wth amazing accuracy and shortly after, the aircraft
exploded in mdair; and

VWHEREAS, For his courageous service during Wrld War 11, John Kehoe
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the Air Medal with two QCak
Clusters, and the Purple Heart Medal; and

WHEREAS, Entering as a Private into the Arny on April 16, 1942,
Joseph Kehoe began his service at the Arnmy Arnored Regi nent at Canp
Cooke, California; he went on to receive Basic Training at Fort Knox,
Kentucky and then attended Desert Training in California; and

VWHEREAS, Showi ng exenplary skill, Joseph Kehoe was an honor graduate
of the Engi neering School at Atlanta, Ceorgia; he also received a nedal
for Marksmanshi p; and

WHEREAS, Upon transfer to the Pittsburgh, California, Replacenent
Deport, Joseph Kehoe was assigned to the 44th Infantry Battalion, 6th
Arnmored Division; and

VWHEREAS, 46 days after his brother, Joseph Kehoe was killed 1in
action on February 9, 1945; and

VWHEREAS, Showi ng unfathomable selflessness, Joseph Kehoe started
crawing to the aid of a wounded conrade in a direct line of fire froma
near by eneny machine gun; with wutter disregard for his own safety,
Private First ass Kehoe was instantly killed in his efforts, but his
heroic action reflects the highest credit upon hinself and the United
States Arny; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during Wrld War 11, Joseph
Kehoe was awarded the Silver Star Medal and the Purple Heart Medal; and

VWHEREAS, Buried next to each other in the Luxenbourg Anerican
Cenmetery, John W and Joseph E. Kehoe will forever be preserved in
hi story as heroes; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be mssing
in action; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their comunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend John W and Joseph E. Kehoe posthunously upon the occasion of
their designation as recipients of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
bestowed wupon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famlies of John W and Joseph E. Kehoe.



