Senate Resolution No. 1419
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG Cifford J. Lange posthunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend difford
J. Lange posthunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, difford J. Lange was born on June 20, 1941 in Troy, New
York to Donna and Cdifford Lange; he graduated from Al bany Hi gh School
before being recruited to serve the Nation; and

WHEREAS, Entering into the United States Marine Corp on July 14,
1960, difford J. Lange served as an Avi ation Photo Technician with the
Mari ne Conposite Reconnai ssance Squadron 2(VMCJ-2), 2nd Marine Aircraft
W ng; and

WHEREAS, VMCJ-2 nmde its mark on history by becoming the first
Marine unit to be awarded a Navy Unit Commendation in peacetinme for its
electronic and photo reconnaissance mssions tracking the buil dup of
Soviet supplied mlitary capabilities in comruni st Cuba during the Cuban
Mssile Crisis; as part of this mssion, difford J. Lange would often
phot ograph Soviet mssiles in Cuba; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during the Cold War, difford J.
Lange rose to the rank of Lance Corporal and was awarded the Naval Unit
Commendati on, the Good Conduct Medal, and the Marine Corp Expeditionary
Medal ; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service on July 13,
1964, difford J. Lange was an insurance agent for Prudential |nsurance
for 38 years, retiring in 2006; and

WHEREAS, difford J. Lange was nmnarried to the love of his life,
D ane, for 51 years, together they had one son Janes and nade a lifetine
of menories which will forever be cherished; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community, difford J. Lange was a devoted



menber of the Town of Milta Republican Committee, serving on the
Pl anni ng Boards and as Malta Town Councilman for 26 years, was a nenber
of the Ballston Spa Lions Cub, Franklin Masonic Lodge 22, the Mlta

Rotary C ub, and enjoyed taking photos for the Milta R dge Volunteer
Fire Departnent; he was also a nenber of the Malta R dge Methodi st
Church assisting every year with their Chicken Barbeque; and

WHEREAS, difford J. Lange di ed on Decenber 30, 2021, at the age of
80; he | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure the passage of tine
and will remain as a conforting nenory to all he served and befriended,
and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

VWHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Clifford J. Lange denonstrated his love for his country and nmerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Cdifford J. Lange posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Cifford J. Lange.



