Senate Resolution No. 1355
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG The Reverend Ant hony Mel | ace upon
t he occasion of celebrating the 40th Anniversary of
his Ordination to the Priesthood

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish
t henmsel ves and the ministry through their unremtting conmmtnent and
preem nence of service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul ate The
Reverend Ant hony Mellace upon the occasion of celebrating the 40th
Anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood, to be celebrated at a
Mass on Sunday, June 11, 2023; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from the Ronme Free Acadeny in 1975,
Anthony Mellace entered the priesthood at Wadhans Hall in Ogdensburg,
New York, and |l ater, noved to Rone, Italy, where he studied under the
order of the Cblates of the Virgin Mary; and

VWHEREAS, On June 12, 1983, Anthony Mel |l ace was ordai ned by Pope John
Paul 11, and then he returned to the United States and did sonme work in
Boston; in January of 1984, he noved to Sao Paulo, Brazil as a
m ssionary priest for the 60, 000- nenber parish at Saint John the Bapti st
Church; and

WHEREAS, At the end of 1984, Reverend Anthony Ml | ace noved to
Curitiba and was a priest at Saint Paul's Parish wuntil 1989; he then
served at Saint Ann's Lady of Fatima in the Amazon until 1992, when he
transferred to a Qur Lady of Lourdes in Sao Paul o where he has served
the parish of 25,000 for the past 20 years; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, Reverend Anthony Ml | ace thoroughly
enj oyed worki ng anong the people of Brazil, helping to build five
churches, and saying Mass in the |ocal schools; and

WHEREAS, During this tinme, Reverend Anthony Mellace was required to
| earn how to read mlitary maps and pilot a boat as there were no roads,
and he woul d spend his tine going up and down the river working wth
people to Ilearn howto grow their own food and start mcro businesses;
and

VWHEREAS, A man of many interests, Reverend Anthony Mellace |earned
the Portuguese |anguage, and he has witten 80 books in the past 20
years in Portuguese, Italian and English; he also plays seven different
I nstrunents and | oves to cook and garden; and



WHEREAS, Reverend Anthony Mellace has brought to his mnistry an
overwhel mng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from vision and

enlightenment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties,
while always displaying the highest standards of per sonal and
professional integrity and dedication; and

WHEREAS, He has always given enlightennent, guidance and wi sdomto
the many entrusted to his care and has admnistered abundantly and
unstintingly to the spiritual and corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such nobl e ains and acconplishments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and comend that
i ndi vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate The Reverend Anthony Mellace wupon the occasion of
celebrating the 40th Anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood,
noting his unremtting and conpassionate faith and his exenplary service
to God, man, and his community, and extending to himthe heartfelt best
wi shes of this Legislative Body for a future of purposeful success and
wel | -being; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Ant hony Mel | ace.



