Senate Resolution No. 1344
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORING Ralph Mrabelli upon the occasion of
bei ng i nducted into the Rome Sports Hall of Fanme

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
out standi ng at hl etes who have distinguished thenselves through their
exceptional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the hi ghest
| evel of personal achi evenent; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Ral ph M rabelli upon the occasion of being inducted into the Rome Sports
Hal | of Fame, to be cel ebrated at a Cerenony on Sunday, July 30, 2023;
and

VWHEREAS, Every year, the Rone Sports Hall of Fane publicly commends
the pursuit of athletic excellence, recognizes those who have excelled,
and strives to preserve Rone's rich athletic heritage; Ral ph M rabell
Is truly deserving of this prestigious award; and

WHEREAS, Ral ph Mrabelli was an excellent, all-around athlete at
Ronme Free Acadeny as a nenber of both the soccer and track teans; in
1989, he set an indoor record, won the Section Ill high junp event and

placed third at the New York State neet; and

VWHEREAS, In college, Ralph Mrabelli also set an indoor high junp
record and won the 1991 New York State Coll egiate Track Conference for
Bi nghanton University; he then went on to participate in soccer and
track and field for the State University of New York at Cortland; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1992, Ralph Mrabelli shifted gears and started training
and conpeting with the National Bobsled and Skeleton Teans at the
AQynpic Training Center in Lake Placid, New York; town, it took
tremendous anounts of training, race preparation, nmastering driving
t echni ques using high end aerodynam c sl eds, and of course teamwrk; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Mrabelli found great success conpeting at an elite

| evel all around the world on the United States National Team until
2003; during his international career, he was the United States Nati onal
two- man Bobsl ed Chanpion 1993, Anerica's Cup Medalist, American Record
Hol der Skel eton Push Start (Lake Placid 1994), United States Team Menber
for Skeleton Wrld Cup and Wrld Chanpionships 1995, United States
Federation Cup two-nan Bobsl ed Chanpion 1996, United States Team Menber
for Jr. World Bobsled 1996, and the Uah State Skel eton Chanpion (1998
Park City); and

VWHEREAS, Ral ph Mrabelli was elected as an athlete representative on
the United States Bobsled and Skel eton Federation Board of Directors, a
position he held from 1998-2002; and

VWHEREAS, This tal ented sledder also conpeted many tines in the New



York State Enpire State Ganes; he began in the 1988 Sunmer Ganes
qualifying in the high junp and went on to conpete and nedal in the
Wnter Ganes in the bobsled, skeleton, and even in snowshoe racing; and

VWHEREAS, In 2001, Ralph Mrabelli was asked to light the torch at
t he Opening Cerenony for the Wnter Enpire State Ganes in Lake Placid,
and in that sane year, he was a nenber of the Local Organizing Conmittee
for the Sumer Enpire State Ganes held in Rone and the Mohawk Vall ey;
and

VWHEREAS, W th himthroughout have been his wife Kelly, and their two
daughters, Ma and Lily, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of his
life and rejoice in his achievenents; and

WHEREAS, Ral ph Mrabelli has clearly made a contribution to the
spirit of excellence which is a tradition of his Rome conmunity; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such outstanding athletic acconplishnents are brought to
our attention, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this
great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Ral ph Mrabelli upon the occasion of being inducted into the Rone
Sports Hall of Fane; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ral ph Mrabelli



