Senate Resolution No. 1343
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORING Billie Mys Jr. wupon the occasion of
bei ng i nducted into the Rome Sports Hall of Fanme

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
out standi ng at hl etes who have distinguished thenselves through their
exceptional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the hi ghest
| evel of personal achi evenent; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Billie Mays Jr. upon the occasion of being inducted into the Rome Sports
Hal | of Fame, to be cel ebrated at a Cerenony on Sunday, July 30, 2023;
and

VWHEREAS, Every year, the Rone Sports Hall of Fane publicly commends
the pursuit of athletic excellence, recognizes those who have excelled,
and strives to preserve Rone's rich athletic heritage; Billie Mays Jr.
Is truly deserving of this prestigious award; and

VWHEREAS, The son of Kathy Upshaw and the nan known around Rone as
Wllie Mys, Billie Mys Jr. grew up on West Fox Street; even though
WIllie passed away when Billie was a senior in high school, he wll
al ways renenber the | essons his parents taught hi mabout being the best
he can be; and

WHEREAS, Billie Mays Jr. began his football career in the Pop Warner
program w th the guidance of several outstanding coaches, he played
full back and |inebacker in high school, becom ng a perennial all-star,
MP and Bl ack "R' award wi nner at the Rone Free Acadeny; and

WHEREAS, Billie Mays Jr. was then recruited to play |inebacker at
Ithaca College after high school; during his junior year in 1991, the
|t haca Bonbers football team played in the Anbos Al onzo Stagg Bow (the
Division 111 national chanpionship ganme) and beat Dayton 34-20; Billie
and the Bonbers defense held Dayton to 13 yards of offense and no 1st
downs in the second half to help seal the win, and in that season, he
| ead the teamin tackles and earned All - Anerican honors; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating, Billie Mays Jr. coached both football and
track at the Rone Free Acadeny; in this capacity, Coach Mays hel ped
devel op several individual sectional chanpions, a team sectiona
chanpi onship and a few state chanpions; he also had one undefeated
out door track season in the spring of 2005; and

VWHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have been his wife Tara, and their two
children, Mariah and Billie Ill, all of whomfeel privileged to be a
part of his life and rejoice in his achievenents; and

WHEREAS, Billie Mwys Jr. has clearly made a contribution to the
spirit of excellence which is a tradition of his Ronme conmunity; and



WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vidual s of such outstanding athletic acconplishnments are brought to

our attention, they should be recognized by all the <citizens of this
great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Billie Mays Jr. upon the occasion of being inducted into the Rone
Sports Hall of Fame; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Billie Mays Jr.



