Senate Resolution No. 1281
BY: Senat or MANNI ON

COMVEMORATI NG t he 50t h Anniversary of St. Sophia's
Geek Cultural Festiva

WHEREAS, Fairs and festivals enpower communities to attract new
visitors while capitalizing on |ocal comrercial and cul tural val ue; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
support events of significance which contribute to the entertainnment and
vitality of the conmunities they serve, and which exenplify the history
and devel opnment of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of St. Sophia's Geek Othodox Church's
G eek Cultural Festival; and

WHEREAS, Established in 1917, St. Sophia's G eek Othodox Church has
grown froma handful of famlies emgrating from G eece, Asia Mnor and
other areas to a comunity of approximately 600 famlies; through the
years, the Church has been housed in three buildings and has been | ed by
20 different priests; and

WHEREAS, Syracuse's Festival of Nations, which began in 1969,
I ncr eased conmuni ty awar eness of different ethnicities and, by
extension, resulted in greater appreciation of Geek culture in Centra
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, First held from Septenber 28-30, 1973, the annual St.
Sophia's Geek Cultural Festival is an opportunity for the congregation
to share their rich culture with others as well as help keep the
traditions alive for their children and future generations; and

VWHEREAS, Sustained by the love of their faith and culture, many
pari shi oners have worked hard throughout the year to nake the festival a
success; as a result of their efforts, it has becone the nost successful
church festival in the area, and people nmark their cal endars nonths
ahead to attend this great event; and

WHEREAS, The parish children and young adults practice for countless
hours to perfect their dances and provide t he much-anti ci pat ed
entertainment which includes live nusic and singing, and the parish
priest and sone | aypeople give tours of the church and explain Othodoxy
to those who are interested; the festival also gives visitors an
opportunity to try a variety of delicious Geek food, especially the
pastries; and

VWHEREAS, An inportant part of Central New York, the four-day
festival draws over 10,000 visitors each year who | ove to dance, sing,
and eat, and sinply enjoy life; and



WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those events which have brought entertainment and cul tural

enrichnment to the citizens of the State of New York; now, therefore, Dbe
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of St. Sophia's Geek Cul tura
Festival; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to St. Sophia's Geek Othodox Church's Geek Cultural
Festival Committee.



