Senate Resol ution No. 1174
BY: Senat or CLEARE

COVMEMORATI NG  the 196t h Anni versary of the
Abolition of Slavery in the State of New York on
July 5, 2023

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to comrenorate
significant events which represent turning points in our unique history
and which are indelibly etched in the saga of our great Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 196th Anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery in the
State of New York to be observed on Wdnesday, July 5, 2023; and

WHEREAS, In 1799, an Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery was
enacted in the State of New York, specifying that children born to a
slave nother after July 4, 1799, were declared legally free, but not
until male children had turned 28, and femal es 25; slaves born before
that date remained in servitude, although they were redefined as
I ndentured servants; and

VWHEREAS, On March 31, 1817, the New York State Legislature ended two
centuries of slavery wthin its borders, setting July 4, 1827, as the
date of final emancipation and maki ng New York the first state to pass a
| aw for the total abolition of |egal slavery; and

VWHEREAS, |n 1821, the New York Constitutional Convention was called
to extend wuniversal suffrage across the State, and it did abolish
property qualifications for white nen, but at the same tine the
conventi on del egates disenfranchised the states' African Anerican
citizens, including those to be freed in 1827, by limting the right to
vote by free black nen to those who owned substantial property; and

VWHEREAS, On July 4, 1827, CGovernor Daniel Tompkins finally signed
| egi sl ati on abolishing slavery in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This historic |aw freed approxi mately 4,600 or 11% of the
black population living in New York; the black comunity and its
supporters celebrated Enancipation Day and t he fol |l ow ng day,
approximately 3,000 people gathered at St. John's Park in New York City
to herald the new |l aw, and

VWHEREAS, Due to the threat of racist violence, African American New
Yorkers later chose to celebrate the enmancipation day on July 5th for
many years; after 1834, the tradition largely nerged into |ocal
comenorations of the August 1 Enancipation Day in the British Enpire,
first observed in New York in 1838 as part of a growi ng national enbrace
anong African Anmericans; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2020, through the support of the New York branch of the
Associ ation for the Study of African Anmerican Life and Hi story (ASALH)



the holiday was revived and recognized by the State as an Abolition
Commenor ati on Day observed on the second Monday in July; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the customof this Legislative Body to comrenorate
events of significance in the history and progress of society; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 196th Anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery in the
State of New York on July 5, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the New York branch of the Association for the Study of
African Anerican Life and Hi story (ASALH).



