Senate Resolution No. 1096
BY: Senator MAY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2023, as Bike Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction with National Bi ke Mnth

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nont hs that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of issues that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body
menorialize to Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2023, as Bi ke Month
in the State of New York, in conjunction with National Bi ke Mnth; and

WHEREAS, May is National Bike Month, sponsored by the League of
Anerican Bicyclists and celebrated in comunities coast to coast; New
York and its visitors are encouraged to experience the joys of bicycling
t hrough educati onal prograns, races, commuting events, charity events,
or by sinply getting out and going for a ride; and

WHEREAS, Established in 1956, Bike Month is a chance to showcase the
many benefits of bicycling and to encourage nore people to give it a
try; and

VWHEREAS, The m ssion of Bike Month is to support a safe and healthy
transportation alternative that is paranount to achi eving sustainability
and enhancing the quality of life in New York State; and

VWHEREAS, The bicycle is an economcal, healthy, convenient, and
environmental |y sound form of transportation and an excellent tool for
recreati on and enjoynent of New York State's scenic beauty; and

WHEREAS, Creating a bicycling-friendly conmunity has been shown to
i nprove citizen's health, well-being, and quality of life, growing the
econony of New York State, attracting tourismdollars, inproving traffic
safety, supporting student |earning outcones, and reducing pollution,
congestion, and wear and tear on our streets and roads; and

WHEREAS, All States require bicyclists on the roadway to follow the
same rules and responsibilities as notorists; there are two nmain types
of crashes involving bicycles, the nost coomon are falls and the nost
serious are with vehicles; and

WHEREAS, In 2023, there are so nany ways to cel ebrate Bi ke Month:
with a conmute during Bike to Work Day, biking to coffee or around the
bl ock, riding on May 7 for National Ri de A Bi ke Day, and staying safe on
t he roadways by followi ng Bi ke Safety Month; and

WHEREAS, Bike Mnth pronpotes greater public awareness of bicycle
operation and safety education in an effort to reduce collisions,
injuries, and fatalities and inprove health and safety for everyone on



the road; and

VWHEREAS, There are many ways to stay safe while biking, including:
al ways wear a properly-fitted helnet that neets the Consuner Product
Saf ety Conm ssion (CPSC) standards; check vyour bike equipnent before
heading out; ride in the sane direction as traffic; obey traffic signs,
signals, and | ane markings; signal all turns; and follow | ocal |aws; and

WHEREAS, Motorists are responsible for keeping bikers safe as well,
t hey shoul d pass bicyclists on the road with care and allow at |east
three feet of clearance, |ook for cyclists before opening a car door,
pul ling out of a parking space, or before naking turns, and yield to
bi cyclists at intersections and as directed by signs and signals; and

WHEREAS, It is essential that there be greater public awareness of
the benefits to bicycling, and all New Yorkers are urged to bike to
work, or try cycling for fun, for fitness, and for transportation; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2023, as Bike Month in
the State of New York, in conjunction with National Bi ke Mnth; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



