Senate Resolution No. 1082
BY: Senator MYRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2023, as Jew sh Anerican Heritage Month in the
State of New York

VWHEREAS, Jewi sh Anerican history spans nore than 350 years, dating
back to the colonial era and early European settlenments in New York, and
i s woven through every part of American history through to the present
day; and

WHEREAS, New York 1is hone to the |argest Jew sh population in the
United States, and New York's Jewi sh communities continue to grow, and

VWHEREAS, Jews played an integral role in supporting Anerican
I ndependence and the religious freedomguaranteed in the establishnent
of the new nation; and

VWHEREAS, Beginning in the md-1800s, a wave of European Jew sh
I mm grants, fleeing persecution and econom ¢ hardship in search of new
opportunity, arrived in the United States; this wave of immgration |ed
to the expansion of Jewish comunities across the nation and the
founding of B nai B rith, the American Jewish Conmttee, and the
Nat i onal Council of Jew sh Wonen; and

WHEREAS, In the |l|ate 1800s and early 1900s, Jewish immgration to
the United States increased in response to rising anti-Semtism in
Europe, and particularly in response the pogrons in the Russian Enpire;
nore than two mllion Eastern European Jews inmigrated to the United
States during this tinme; and

VWHEREAS, Restrictive inmmgration policies beginning in the 1920s
stenmmed the flow of newinmgrants to the United States; nmany Jew sh
Aneri cans opposed these policies, but they remained in place, leading to
the United States' tragic refusal to accept refugees from Nazi Germany
and | eaving many of them unable to escape the Hol ocaust; and

VWHEREAS, Jewi sh Anericans and Jewish immgrants to Anmerica have
contributed to every aspect of Anerican culture and history, including
education, science, business, philanthropy, politics, civil rights, and
the arts; anobng them are Kkey figures in American and world history,
i ncludi ng Jonas Sal k, Al bert Einstein, and Ruth Bader G nsberg; and

WHEREAS, In light of <continuing and reenerging anti-Semtism in
Anerica, expressed openly and violently, it is crucial that the history,
heritage, and culture of Jew sh Americans be fully known, understood,
and val ued; and

VWHEREAS, Jewish Anerican Heritage Month is an opportunity to
celebrate the vibrancy and inportance of New York's Jewi sh Anerican
citizens, whose acconplishnents and contri butions strengthen and enrich
cul ture, governance, the econony, education, and all aspects of



comunity life in the State; and

VWHEREAS, During Jewi sh Anerican Heritage Mnth, New Yorkers are
encouraged to commenorate and celebrate the essential contributions,
sacrifices, and acconplishnents that Jewish Anericans have nmade and
continue to nake in the Comonweal th; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2023, as Jew sh
Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



