Senate Resolution No. 1023
BY: Senator COWRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2023, as Hip-Hop Against Gun & Gang Violence
Month in the State of New York

LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori al i zi ng Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2023, as Hip-Hop Against Gun & Gang Violence Month in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zations and individuals that are devoted to the welfare of the
comunity and its citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It is also the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of issues that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2023, as H p-Hop
Against Gun & Gang Violence Mnth in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of National Hi p-Hop Against Gun &
Vi ol ence Mont h; and

WHEREAS, The artform of H p-Hop has becone intrinsic wth the
devel opment of sophisticated critiques against social injustice due to
Its proximty to youth culture, especially in underserved popul ations;
and

WHEREAS, Because Hip-Hop, as a nedium exposes the destructiveness
of issues such as gang and gun violence, racism and police brutality,
it invites each successive generation to take part in the discourse
about how to rise above these issues; and

VWHEREAS, Hi p-Hop has provided opportunities for extracurricular

activities, youth counseling, creative outlets, physical fitness,
vocabul ary exercises, poetry, analytical t hi nki ng, entertai nment,
enpl oynent, and econonmic inpact, and has beconme an industry that
generates nore than a billion dollars annually; and

WHEREAS, Founded in July 2001 by Charles Fisher, the H p-Hop Summt
Youth Council (HHSYC) was created to help inplenment comm tnents made by
record conpanies, artists, community |eaders and elected officials at
the historic 2001 Hi p-Hop Sunmit at the Hilton Hotel in New York City to
i nprove youth social, political, and econonm c conditions in schools,
honmes, and comuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the HHSYC diligently work to teach students and
young adults the dire consequences of gun and gang vi ol ence and work



with them to find solutions to inprove public safety in their
communi ti es; and

WHEREAS, Wth the power of students, mllennials, and young adults,
along with celebrities, social nedia, film television, and nusic, the
agency actively seeks and inplenents solutions to save young lives in
the U S. and abroad; and

VWHEREAS, As the nunber one non-profit, social service, hip-hop

organi zation in the world, they launched a groundbreaking "Call 2
Action” app with "The Peopl e's Shark" Daynond John, and Power 105.1, to
sign one mllion new nenbers to help address three |life-threatening

i ssues facing communities every day, which include Gun & Gang Vi ol ence;
Heroin & Opioid Crisis; and Sexual Abuse Agai nst Wnen; and

VWHEREAS, The canpaign is held in May to prepare young citizens for a
| ong, hot violent sunmer as gun hom ci des and shootings continue to take
i nnocent young lives daily. Menorial Day weekend through Labor Day is
the unofficial start and end of summer-a period when gun hom ci des spi ke
nati onw de; and

WHEREAS, After a decade of working in sonme of the nbst dangerous
nei ghborhoods in the nation, HHSYC decided to go from a week-I|ong
canpaign to a nonth-long canpai gn each year to bring awareness to the
cause; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2023, as Hi p-Hop
Agai nst Gun & Gang Violence Month in the State of New York Mnth; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York, and to the Hi p-Hop Sunmt Youth Council.



