Senate Resolution No. 1012
BY: Senator MYRI E

COVMEMORATI NG the 60th Anniversary of the passing
of the Honorable Medgar Evers, G vil Ri ght s
Advocate, on June 12, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those individuals who selflessly devoted thenselves to a
hi gher pur pose of pronoti ng positive change in society, who
di stingui shed t hensel ves t hrough professional excellence, and who nade
significant contributions to the quality of life of citizens in the
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 60th Anniversary of the passing of the Honorable Medgar
Evers on Mnday, June 12, 2023; and

WHEREAS, In 1925, Medgar Evers was born in Decatur, Mssissippi to
Janes and Jessie Evers; and

WHEREAS, Serving valiantly overseas, Medgar Evers fought in the
Battle of Normandy and faced raci smupon returning home fromthe war;
this experience sparked his journey as a Civil R ghts Advocate; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious |life, Medgar Evers becane
presi dent of the Regional Council of Negro Leadership (RCNL); as head of
t he organi zation, he nounted a boycott of gas stations that barred Bl ack
people fromusing their restroons, distributing bunper stickers wth the
sl ogan "Don't Buy Gas Were You Can't Use the Restrooni; and

VWHEREAS, Annual conferences between 1952 and 1954 for the RCNL in
Mound Bayou, M ssissippi attracted tens of thousands of supporters for
Medgar Evers and his nmessage; and

WHEREAS, As a |eader, Medgar Evers becane the NAACP's first field
officer in Mssissippi and established new |ocal chapters, organized
voter registration drives, and helped lead protests to desegregate
public primary schools, parks, and M ssissippi Gold Coast beaches; and

WHEREAS, Dedicated to serving those without a voice, Medgar Evers
becane involved in two high-profile M ssissippi cases, including the
1955 nurder of 14-year-old Emett Till and the 1960 conviction of dyde
Kennard, a Black Cvil R ghts Advocate framed for crinmes he did not
commi t; and

WHEREAS, On June 12, 1963, Medgar Evers was assassinated after
pulling into his driveway and getting out of his car carryi ng NAACP
T-shirts reading "Jim Crow Must Go"; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi viduals of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our



attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 60th Anniversary of the passing of the Honorable Medgar
Evers, Cvil R ghts Advocate, on June 12, 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam |y of the Honorabl e Medgar Evers.



