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STATE OF NEW YORK

8334

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 13, 2023

Introduced by M of A BERGER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Codes

AN ACT to amend the penal law, in relation to establishing the crinme of
di sruption or disturbance of a |awmful assenbly

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "dial ogue
and decorum act".

8 2. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 240.22 to read
as foll ows:

8§ 240.22 Disruption or disturbance of a lawful assenbly.

1. A person is quilty of disruption or disturbance of a |lawful assenm
bly when he or she, without authority of Jlaw, wllfully disturbs or
breaks up any assenbly or neeting that is not unlawful in its character.

2. For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "WIllfully disturbs" shall nean:

(i) the conduct substantially inpairs the ability to conduct a | awful
neeting or assenbly;

(ii) the conduct disrupting the neeting or assenbly is intended to
cause a disruption; and

(iii) the conduct is in violation of the inplicit custons or usage of
the specific kind of neeting or assenbly, or the explicit rules govern-
ing the neeting or assenbly, where the disrupting party knew or reason-
ably should have known such conduct was in violation.

(b) "lawful assenbly" shall nean a group of two or npre individuals
who legally reserve a space or area with an institution or a rmunici-
pality by payving a fee or filing an application, and who use such space
or area to peacefully assenble for any purpose not expressly prohibited

by law.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD13729-03-3



O~ wWNE

A. 8334 2

3. Disregard of a noderator's call to order

or

a determnation that a

person is in violation of the rules of an assenbly or neeting shall be

proof of an inpernissible intent to disrupt.

Disruption or disturbance of a lawful assenbly is a class A ni sdenea-

nor.
§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




