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STATE OF NEW YORK

7591

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 25, 2023

Introduced by M of A KELLES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
nmental heal th educati onal opportunity program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by adding a new section 6457
to read as foll ows:

8§ 6457. Mental health educational opportunity program 1. To provide
additional educational opportunities for students at the state universi-
ty of New York to enroll in academic prograns that lead to a degree or
degrees required for licensure in any of the nental health professions
pursuant to articles one hundred fifty-three, one hundred fifty-four and
one hundred sixty-three of this chapter, the state university of New
York shall provide special prograns for the screening, testing, coun-
seling and tutoring of, and assistance to, residents of the state, (i)
who are graduates of an approved high school or individuals who have
attained a New York state high school equivalency diplonma or its equiv-
alent, as deternmned by the comm ssioner, (ii) who have potential for
the successful conpletion of a post-secondary programthat |leads to a
degree or degrees required for licensure in any nental health profes-
sion, and (iii) who are econonically and educationally di sadvant aged.

2. The state university of New York shall fornulate a general plan for
the organization, developnent, coordination and operation of such a
programwi thin the anbunts nade available therefor by law. Such a plan
shal |l include:

a. Definition of eligibility,

b. Procedures for the selection of students from anong the eligibles,

c. Description of the contents of such proposed programincluding
counseling, tutoring and skill devel opnent,

d. Estimated costs,
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e. bjectives including coordination with the university's 1ong-range
pl an,

f. Extent of other funds and resources to be utilized in support of
the program

g. Procedures for the evaluation of student progress., and

h. Periodic reports.

3. The general plan shall be transmitted to the board of regents at
such tinme as the regents shall by rule require. Such plan shall be
reviewed by the regents and shall guide and deternmine the operation of
such programat the state university of New York

4. a. State appropriations nade available to the state university of
New York for this program shall be spent only for the followng

pur poses:
(i) Special testing, counseling and gui dance services in the course of

screening potential students,
i Renedi al courses devel opnental and conpensatory courses and
sunmer cl asses for such students

(iii) Special tutoring, counseling and guidance services for enrolled
st udent s

(iv) Central services including evaluation and adninistrative costs,
and

(v) Any necessary supplenental financial assistance., which may include
the cost of books and necessary nmintenance for such students, including
students without lawful inmmgration status provided that the student
neets the requirenents set forth in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph a or
subparagraph (ii) of paragraph b of subdivision five of section six
hundred sixty-one of this chapter, as applicable; provided., however,
that such supplenental financial assistance shall be furnished pursuant
to criteria pronulgated by the state university of New York and approved
by the regents and the director of the budget.

b. No funds pursuant to this section shall be nade available to
support the reqgular academ c prograns of any state wuniversity of New
York college or university participating in this program nor shal
funds be provided for programs which are inconpatible with the regents
plan for the expansion and devel opnent of higher education in the state.

5. The trustees of the state university of New York shall furnish to
the regents, the director of the budget, the chair of the senate finance
conmttee and the chair of the assenbly ways and neans conmittee, at
least annually, a report in such form at such tine and containing such
information as the regents and the director of the budget may require,
of the operations of such program The report shall include:

a. A statenent of the objectives of the program

b. A description of the program

c. The budgetary expenditures for such program separately stating
acadenic credit instructional costs, other instructional costs, tutoring
costs, renediation., counseling, supplenental financial assistance and
central services, including evaluation and adnm nistrative costs,

d. The extent of other funds and resources used in support of such
program and their sources,

e. The progress of students,

f. The extent and nature of the responsibility exercised over such
program by such trustees,

g. The extent and nature of supervision and control exercised over
such programby the adninistrative officials of the constituent insti-
tutions of the state university of New York., and
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h. A certification by such trustees that the academi c committees of
the constituent institutions of the state university of New York and
their faculty conmmittees have reviewed and approved the academ c cont ent
of the courses offered for academic credit in such programand the
anpunt of academic credit granted therefor and that the registration
requirenents of the regents and the conm ssioner have been net where

applicable.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




