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STATE OF NEW YORK

7101

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 10, 2023

Introduced by M of A CARROLL -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the "New
York individuals with dyslexia education act" and inplementing a plan
to identify and support students with characteristics of dyslexia

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known as the "New York individuals with
dysl exi a education act".

§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 926 to read
as foll ows:

8 926. Dyslexia education act. 1. As used in this section: a. "Dysle-
xia" nmeans a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in
origin. Dyslexia is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or
fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities.
These difficulties typically result froma deficit in the phonologica
conponent of language that is often unexpected in relation to other
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruc-
tion. Secondary consequences may include problens in reading conprehen-
sion and reduced reading experience that can inpede growh of vocabul ary
and background know edge.

b. "Dyslexia screening" neans a process, as determned by the schoo
district, for gathering additional information to deternine if the char-
acteristics of dyslexia are present.

c. "Miulti-tiered system of support (MISS)" neans a franmework for
supporting and increasing academic, behavioral, and social enotiona
outcones for all students.

d. "Universal screener" neans an assessnent that is administered three
times per vyear (beginning, mddle, and end) to identify or predict
students who may be at risk for poor reading outcones and is typically
brief and conducted with all students at a particular grade |evel.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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e. "Structured literacy" neans an evi dence-based approach to teaching
oral and witten |anguage aligned to the science of reading. It is based

on the science of howchildren learn to read and is characterized by
explicit, systematic, cunulative, and diagnostic instruction in phonol o-
gy. sound-synbol association., syllable instruction., norphol ogy, syntax,
and semanti cs.

f. "Science of reading" neans the |large body of evidence that inforns
how proficient reading and witing devel op; why sone have difficulty;
and how we can nost effectively assess and teach and, therefore, inprove
student outcones through prevention of and intervention for reading
difficulties.

g. "Dyslexia-specific intervention" neans evi denced-based, specialized
reading, witing. and spelling instruction that is nultisensory in
nature and equips students to sinultaneously use multiple senses
(vision, hearing. touch., and npvenent). Dyslexia-specific intervention
enpl oys direct instruction of systematic and cunmulative content. The
sequence shall begin wth the easiest and nost basic el enents and
progress nethodically to nore difficult material. Each step shall also
be based on those already |earned. Concepts shall be systematically
reviewed to strengthen nmenory. Conponents of dyslexic-specific inter-
vention include instruction targeting phonol ogi cal awareness, sound-sym
bol association, syllable structure, norphology. syntax, and senantics.
Dysl exi a-specific intervention does not include the three-cueing systens
nodel of instruction.

h. "Dyslexia interventionist" neans the teacher or individual who
provides dyslexia-specific intervention. The dyslexia interventionist
shall have successfully conpleted a certification training course or
shall have conpleted training in the appropriate inplenentation of the
evi dence-based, dyslexia-specific intervention being provided, including
but not limted to an Oton-G llingham based approach or another nulti-
sensory structured literacy approach accredited by the Internationa
Mul ti sensory Structured Language Education Council (INMSLEC).

i. "Dyslexia therapist" or "dyslexia specialist" neans the educator
who is enrolled in or has successfully conpleted a training programin
an Oton-Gllingham based approach or another nmulti-sensory structured
literacy approach accredited by the International Miltisensory Struc-
tured Language Education Council (IMSLEQ).

2. Each school district shall adopt a policy to require screening of
students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade for the risk factors
of dyslexia wusing a dyslexia screener approved by the departnent. The
dysl exia screening shall be administered annually during the spring of
ki ndergarten and at the beginning of first through fifth grades. The
screeni ng of students using an approved dyslexia screener nust include,
as developnentally appropriate, all of the foll ow ng:

a. phonol ogi cal and phoneni ¢ _awar eness;

b. sound-synbol recognition;

c. al phabet know edge;
decodi ng skills;
rapid nam ng skills:;
encodi ng skills;
oral reading fluency; and
has proven psychonetrics.

a. If the dyslexia screening indicates that a student has risk
factors for dyslexia or the characteristics of dyslexia the school nust
use a multi-tiered system of support (MISS) franework to address the
needs of the student.
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b. If a student's performnce on a dyslexia screening indicates a need
for dyslexia intervention services, the school district nmust do both of

the foll ow ng:

(i) Notify the student's parent or guardian of the results of al
screeni ngs; and

(ii) Provide the student's parent or quardian wth information and
resource material that include all of the follow ng

(1) the characteristics of dyslexia;

2 the appropriate classroom interventions and accommpdations for
students with dyslexia; and

(3) a statenent that the parent or guardian may elect to have the
student receive an educational evaluation by the school

c. If a student's parent or guardian presents docunentation of an
existing diagnosis of dyslexia, then the student nmay be exenpt from
screeni ng; however, the school nust use a multi-tiered system of support
(MISS) franmework to address the needs of the student.

d. If a student has not been identified as at risk for poor reading
out cones according to the results on the universal screener adninistered
by each school district or scores at a level that is determned as
proficient on the English Language Arts (ELA) exam adnini stered by New
York state, then a student's parent or guardian nay opt out of dyslexia
screening for such student beginning in fourth grade by submtting a
request to the student's school in a formthat shall be provided by the
district.

4, a. Fach school district shall use evidence-based nulti-tiered
systens of support to provide daily dyslexia-specific interventions to
students in kindergarten through fifth grade who display indications of,
or areas of weakness associated with, dyslexia.

b. If a student's dyslexia screening indicates that the student has
characteristics of dyslexia, the dyslexia intervention services provided
to the student nust utilize an Orton-G I lingham based approach or anoth-

er multi-sensory structured literacy approach.

c. Each student identified as having characteristics of dyslexia shal
receive a mnimumof forty-five mnutes of dyslexia-specific inter-
vention services per school day. The dyslexis-specific reading inter-
vention programshall be provided in a small group setting follow ng
publisher qguidelines regarding group size, in addition to core reading
instruction that is provided to all students in the general education
classroom The programshall be aligned to the content and perfornmance
st andards and evi dence-based interventions to neet the needs of al
students.

d. The dyslexia-specific intervention services shall be provided by a
dyslexia interventionist, therapist, or specialist, specifically target
students' areas of weakness, and:

(i) provide explicit, direct, systematic, sequential, and cunul ative
instruction that adheres to a logical plan about the al phabetic princi-
ple and is designed to acconmmpdate the needs of each individual student
wi t hout presum ng prior skills or know edge;

ii) inplenent evidence-based practices that have been roven effec-
tive in the treatnent of dyslexia;

(iii) engage the student in nulti-sensory |anguage |learning tech-
ni ques;

(iv) include phonenic awareness activities to enable the student to
detect, segnent. blend. and nmnipulate sounds in the spoken | anguage;

(v) provide graphophonenic know edge for teaching the letter sound

plan of the English | anguage;
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vi) teach the structure and patterns of the English | anguage, includ-
ing linguistic instruction in norphology, senmantics, syntax, and prag-
matics, that is directed toward proficiency and fluency wth the
patterns of |anguage so that words and sentences are the carriers of
nmeani ng;

(vii) develop strategies that advance the student's ability in decod-
ing, encoding, word recognition, fluency, and conprehension; and

(viii) provide neaning-based instruction directed at purposeful read-
ing and witing, with an enphasis on conprehensi on and conposition.

e. FEach school district shall hire one educator to provide dyslexia
intervention services per every one hundred general education students
in grades kindergarten through grade five.

f. Parents or qguardians shall be notified of all screening admnis-
trations and outcones. For a student who denpbnstrates characteristics of
dysl exia, each school district shall notify the student's parents or
guardian of the identified indicators and areas of weakness, as well as
the plan for using a nulti-tiered system of support (MISS) to provide
supports and interventions. The initial notice shall also include infor-
nmation relating to dyslexia and resources for parental support devel oped
by the departnent. The school district nust provide nonthly updates to
the student's parents or guardian of the student's progress.

g. The school district shall recommend a referral for evaluation to
the student's parents or guardian if, after one year of docunented
intervention, mninml progress has been nade.

5. a. The departnent shall devel op and maintain a handbook to be nmade
available on its website that provides guidance for students, parents or
guardi ans, and teachers about dyslexia. The handbook shall include, but
is not limted to:

(i) guidelines for teachers and parents or caregivers on howto iden-
tify signs of dyslexia;

(ii) a description of educational strategies that have been shown to
i nprove the acadeni c performance of students with dyslexia;

iii) a description of resources and services available to students
with dyslexia, parents or qguardians of students with dyslexia, and
t eachers:

(iv) guidelines on the admnistration of a wuniversal screener and
dyslexia screening., the interpretation of data fromthese screeners, and
the resulting appropriate instruction within a nulti-tiered system of
support (MISS) franework; and

v) a plain | anguage explanation of student's rights regardin educa-
tion mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA
the Anericans with Disabilities Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabili -
tation Act of 1973 and an explanation of the rights of parents to seek
recourse with an independent educational evaluation or in a private
educational setting should public schools not neet the requirenents of
the | DEA

b. The departnent shall review the handbook at |east once every three
years to update the guidelines, educational strategies, or resources and
services nade available in the handbook.

6. a. FEach school district shall provide all elenentary grades
instructional personnel (i.e. teachers, adninistrators, reading coaches,
speech pathologists, dyslexia interventionists) access to structured
literacy training sufficient to neet the requirenents of this section
but no less than fifty hours of such training for teachers, reading
coaches, and dyslexia interventionists and no less than six hours for

adm ni strators and speech pathol ogi sts.
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b. Each school district shall provide structured literacy training
facilitated by soneone with extensive knowl edge of dyslexia, such as a
dyslexia therapist or specialist, to reading coaches, classroomteach-
ers, and school adnministrators in the follow ng

(i) effective nethods of identifying characteristics of dyslexia and
other related reading disorders;

(ii) incorporating evidence-based instructional techniques into the
general education setting which are proven to inprove reading perform
ance for all students; and

(iii) using predictive and other data to nake instructional decisions
based on individual student needs.

c. The training requirenents of this section shall help teachers inte-
grate phonenic awareness; phonics, word study, and spelling; reading
fluency; vocabulary., including acadenic vocabulary; and text conprehen-
sion strategies into an explicit, systematic, and sequential approach to
reading instruction, including the Oton-Gllingham approach or other
mul ti-sensory structured literacy approach.

7. Postsecondary institutions offering teacher preparation prograns
for elenentary and secondary regular education and special education
shall include instruction on:

a. the definition and characteristics of dyslexia;

b. processes for identifying dyslexia;

c. evidence-based interventions and accommpdations for dyslexia and
related literacy and | earning challenges; and

d. core elenents of a response-to-intervention franmework addressing
reading, witing, nathematics, and behavior, including:

(i) universal screening;

(ii) high-quality instructional materials grounded in the science of
r eadi ng;

(iii) evidence-based interventions;

(iv) progress nonitoring of the effectiveness of interventions on

student perfornmance; and
(v) data-based deci sion-making procedures related to:

(1) determining intervention effectiveness on student perfornance;

(2) determining the need to continue, alter, or discontinue inter-
ventions or conduct further evaluation of student needs:; and

(3) application and inplenentation of response-to-intervention and
dyslexia instructional practices in the classroom setting.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




